
The CraftPlus Writing Curriculum is comprised of Target Skills that add craft and precision to writing. While Target Skills are taught, modeled, 
and practiced individually, students apply multiple Target Skills that work together to exhibit the Six Traits of writing in a complete piece. Use 
this correlation to support the integration of Target Skills into your Six Traits framework. Identify component Target Skills as evidence of each 
trait in a piece of writing. When seeking specific skills for revising or re-teaching, select skills indicative of the traits you wish to address. 

IDEAS AND 
CONTENT 

WORD CHOICE CONVENTIONS ORGANIZATION VOICE SENTENCE 
FLUENCY 

Prewriting 
-determining focus 
 
Elaboration 
-clues for inference 
-embedded definition 
-specific details 
 
Supporting Details 
-concrete examples 
-authoritative quote 
-numbers 
-definitions 
-narrative vignette 
 
Developing an 
argument 
-benefits to the 
audience 
-appeal to emotions 
-appeal to shared 
values 
 
Narrative Skills 
-create tension 
-develop the main 
character 
-plot 
-setting 
-theme 

Descriptive 
Attributes: 
-age, color, 
composition, 
directions, emotions, 
functions, location, 
number, senses, 
special features, 
state, symmetry, 
shape, size, 
temperature, weight 
 
Word choice 
-alliteration 
-onomatopoeia 
-hyperbole 
-personification 
-pronouns to address 
the reader 
-specificity 
-strong verbs 
 
Transitions 
-addition 
-comparison 
-location 
-progression 
-place 
-time 
 
Dialogue 
-dialogue tags 
-tagless dialogue 
-dialogue that 
develops the 
character 
 
 
 

Apostrophe 
-contractions 
-possessive nouns 
 
Capitalization 
-first word in 
sentence 
-first word in 
dialogue 
-proper nouns 
 
Colon 
-business letter 
salutation 
-hours/minutes 
-list 
 
End marks 
-period 
-exclamation mark 
-question mark 
 
Commas 
-appositives, dates, 
dialogue, direct 
address, in 
compound/complex 
sentences 
-friendly and business 
letters 
-series 
 
Indent paragraphs  
-PATS 
 
Interjections 
-followed by comma 
-followed by 
exclamation mark 
 
Spelling 
-high frequency 
words 
-homophones/ 
confusing pairs 
-using resources to 
edit 
 
Parts of Speech 
-adjectives 
-adverbs 
-conjunctions 
-interjections 
-nouns 
-prepositions 
-pronouns 
-verbs 
 

Pre-Writing / 
Planning: 
-graphic organizer 
-list and clump details 
-timeline 
-storyboard 
-focal event/theme 
 
Beginning 
Technique: 
-exclamation 
-onomatopoeia 
-question 
-dialogue 
-direct quote 
-scenario 
-idiom 
-state an opinion 
-startling fact 
-addressing reader 
-relevance of topic 
 
Thesis Statement: 
-I think 
-I feel 
-I see 
-main idea statement 
-state an opinion 
-state a position 
-generalizing from 
details 
 
Introductory 
Paragraph: 
-building background 
-writer’s feelings 
about topic 
-writer’s interest in 
topic 
-why topic is 
addressed 
-who, what, when, 
where 
 
Ending Technique: 
-feelings statement 

-circle back to hook 

-clincher 
-exclamation 
-question 
-remind the reader of 
a main point 
-tell what was 
accomplished 
-sum up feelings 
-where to find more 
-what changed 
-what was learned 

Voice 
-asides to the reader 
-pronouns to address 
the reader 
-consistent 
presentation format 
-creating tension 
-pronoun use for 
point of view 
-connecting to text 

Sentence Variation 
-extended sentences 
-clauses and phrases 
-combined short 
sentences 
-sentence structures 
(simple, compound, 
complex) 
-sentence types 
(declarative, 
imperative, 
interrogative, 
exclamatory) 
 
Sentence concepts 
-fragments 
-phrases 
-run-ons 
-complete sentences 

 
Consistency 
-subject/verb 
agreement 
-pronoun/antecedent 
agreement 
-consistent tense 
 

 


