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Kindergarten 
CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program Correlated to Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks, 

FCAT Writing+ Expectations, and Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Reading Programs 
 

Kindergarten: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Through shared, guided, 
interactive, and independent 

writing activities. 

 
 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

 

 
 

FCAT Writing+ 
4th Grade Expectations 

 
      Kindergarten Basals 

Through shared, guided, 
interactive, and independent 

writing activities. 

• Planning activities both oral 
and written  

• Brainstorming activities 
• Listing  
• Using simple graphic 

organizers  
• Sketching  
• Choosing topics  
• Dictating   
• Talking as students draw  
• Sharing ideas with others  
• Using literature for ideas 

 

Prewriting – Standard 1: The 
student will use prewriting strategies 
to generate ideas and formulate a 
plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.K.3.1.1 – connecting thoughts 
and oral language to generate ideas; 
and 
 
LA.K.3.1.2 – drawing a picture about 
ideas from stories read aloud or 
generated through class discussion. 

Planning: Students make a plan for 
their writing.  Although students are 
expected to plan their responses for 
the FCAT, their planning sheets are 
not part of the scoring criteria. 
Planning develops focus for writing 
by grouping related ideas and 
identifying the purpose for writing. 

• Choosing topics  
• Using simple graphic 
    organizers  
• Drawing and writing  
• Talking with others  
• Sharing ideas with others   
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Oral language development 

• Letter recognition 
• Letter-sound correspondence 
• Letter formation 
• Alphabetic principle 
• Writing names 
• Using finger spaces 
• Directionality 
• Wrapping text 
• Writing from personal 
    experience  
• Writing in various formats 
• Writing in response to literature 
• Keeping personal word banks   
• Spelling approximations 
• Writing simple beginnings and 
    endings 

Drafting – Standard 2: The student will 
write a draft appropriate to the topic, 
audience, and purpose. 
 
The student will draft writing by: 
 
LA.K.3.2.1 – drawing, telling, or writing 
about a familiar experience, topic or text; 
and 
 
LA.K.3.2.2 – creating a group draft, scripted 
by the teacher. 

Focus: How clearly a central idea 
(topic), theme, or unifying point 
is presented and maintained. 
 
Organization: The structure or 
plan of development (beginning, 
middle, and end) and the 
relationship of one point to 
another to provide a logical 
progression of ideas; the use of 
transitional devices to signal 
both the relationship of the 
supporting ideas to the central 
idea, theme, or unifying point 
and the connections between and 
among sentences.  

• Practicing letter formation 
• Phonemic awareness 
• Phonics 
• Alphabetic principle 
• Writing from personal  
    experience  
• Writing in various formats 
• Adding color words  
• Collecting environmental  
    print  
• Sentence formation 
• Responding to literature 



 
Kindergarten: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 

4th Grade Expectations 

  
Kindergarten Basals 

• Elaborating (by adding on a  
      letter or word)  
• Using size, shape, age, made- 
      from words  
• Using color words  
• Using specific names for people 
      and pets  
• Using concrete information to  
      support opinions  
• Asking questions  
• Giving an opinion  
• Using a where phrase  
• Using a when phrase  
• Writing descriptive language  
• Using simple verbs  
• Using comparison words  
• Using onomatopoeia 

Revising – Standard 3: The student 
will revise and refine the draft for 
clarity and effectiveness. 
 
LA.K.3.3.1 – The student will revise the 
draft by adding additional details to the 
draft and checking for logical thinking 
with prompting. 

Support:  The quality of details used to 
explain, clarify, or define. The quality of 
support depends on word choice, 
specificity, depth, relevance, and 
thoroughness; may be developed 
through the use of additional details, 
anecdotes, illustrations, and examples 
that further clarify meaning. 
 
 

• Using size and sound words 
• Using color words  
• Asking questions  
• Writing description  
• Using describing words  
• Using action words 
• Sentence building 
• Sentence stretching 

 

• Writing names  
• Tracing letters  
• Alphabetic principle 
• Directionality 
• Wrapping text 
• Using finger spaces 
• Capitalizing the word "I"  
• Using periods at the ends of 

        simple sentences 
• Using spelling approximations 
• Spelling high frequency words  
• Understanding the concept of   

        sentence 
• Copying dictation 
• Reading sentence strips   
• Practicing sorting or clumping  

        activities as a precursor to    
        paragraphing      
• Editing by ear 
• Editing in a group 

Editing for Language 
Conventions – Standard 4: 
 
The student will edit for correct use 
of: 
 
LA.K.3.4.1 – knowledge of 
letter/sound relationships to spell 
simple words; 
 
LA.K.3.4.2 – capital letters to 
begin “important words;” and 
 
LA.K.3.4.3 – end punctuation, 
including periods, question marks, 
and exclamation points. 

Conventions: The punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, usage, and 
sentence structure. These conventions 
are basic writing skills included in 
Florida's Sunshine State Standards. 

• Capitalizing the word "I" 
• Capitalizing names 
• Using end punctuation 
• Using temporary spelling 
• Learning letters of the  

alphabet 
• Practicing writing letters of

the alphabet 
• Understanding the concept 

of sentence 
• Understanding left-to-right

directionality 
• Understanding sound-to- 

symbol relation 
• Editing in a group 
• Spelling by letter-sounds 
• Spelling high-frequency 

words correctly 
 



 
Kindergarten: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Kindergarten Basals 

• Writing informational expository 
text  

• Using dictation to connect oral and 
written print 

• Writing inspired by art prints, 
photos, personal snapshots  

• Giving an opinion  
• Writing in response to literature 
• Keeping class logs and charts 
• Keeping science journals  
• Writing in all curriculum areas 
• Publishing individual and class 

books by hand or on a computer  
• Sharing writing during daily 

response time 
• Sharing writing during Author’s 

Chair 

Publishing – Standard 5: The student 
will write a final product for the 
intended audience. 
 
LA.K.3.5.1 – The student will produce, 
illustrate and share a finished piece of 
writing. 

Narrative Writing: The purpose of this 
kind of writing is to recount a personal 
or fictional experience or to tell a story 
based on a real or imagined event. In 
well-written narration, a writer uses 
insight, creativity, drama, suspense, 
humor, or fantasy to create a central 
theme or impression. The details all 
work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is easy to 
follow and paraphrase. 
 
Expository Writing: The purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a 
concept. Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance 
the reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Writing daily news 
• Writing about the senses 
• Applying alphabetic 

principle  
• Giving an opinion 
• Writing in response to 

literature  
• Keeping personal journals  
• Writing common-

experience pieces  
• Writing in other subject 

areas  
• Writing inspired by 

various media 
• Writing daily news 
• Using story frames 
• Making accordion books 
• Publishing 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kindergarten: Writing 

Applications 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Kindergarten Basals 

• Discussing and reading personal 
narratives  

• Labeling elements of a drawing  
• Responding to picture prompts  
• Writing a message about a 

drawing 
• Dictating messages  
• Telling/writing what is 

happening  
• Telling/writing what happened  
• Writing personal informational 

narratives 
• Listening to/discussing/ 

responding to fictional 
narratives 

Creative – Standard 1: The student 
develops and demonstrates 
creative writing. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.K.4.1.1 – create narratives by 
drawing, dictating, and/or using 
emergent writing; and 
 
LA.K.4.1.2 – participate in writing 
simple stories, poems, rhymes, or 
song lyrics 

Narrative Writing: The purpose of 
this kind of writing is to recount a 
personal or fictional experience or to 
tell a story based on a real or 
imagined event. In well-written 
narration, a writer uses insight, 
creativity, drama, suspense, humor, 
or fantasy to create a central theme 
or impression. The details all work 
together to develop an identifiable 
story line that is easy to follow and 
paraphrase. 

• Discussing and reading 
personal narratives  

• Writing who, what, where 
sentences  

• Understanding story 
characters  

• Understanding nonfiction 
text organization  

• Distinguishing between real 
and make-believe  

• Writing personal narratives 
•  Publishing individual and 

class books by hand or on a 
computer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Kindergarten: Writing 

Applications 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Kindergarten Basals 

• Discussing and reading 
informational/expository texts  

• Verbalizing and writing “reasons 
why”  

• Learning/telling/writing facts 
related to a topic 

• Generating lists  
• Sorting details  
• Creating thesis statements  
• Experiencing/telling/listing/ 
    writing steps to a process  
• Making comparisons 
• Distinguishing between fact and 

opinion 
• Sketching 
 

Informative – Standard 2: The 
student develops and demonstrates 
informative writing that provides 
information related to real-world 
tasks. 
The student will: 
LA.K.4.2.1 – participate in creating a 
variety of informational/expository 
forms (e.g., labels, lists, graphs, 
observations, summaries) through 
drawing or writing; 
LA.K.4.2.2 – participate in creating 
simple summaries from 
informational/expository text (e.g., 
graphs, tables, maps); 
LA.K.4.2.3 – participate in a group 
setting to identify the topic as 
expressed in informational/expository 
text, and discuss related details; 
LA.K.4.2.4 – communications with 
teacher as scribe, including friendly 
letters and thank-you notes; and  
LA.K.4.2.5 – draw a simple map of 
the classroom. 
 

Expository Writing: The 
purpose of this type of writing is to 
inform, clarify, explain, define, or 
instruct by giving information, 
explaining why or how, clarifying 
a process, or defining a concept. 
Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed 
through a carefully crafted 
presentation of facts, examples, or 
definitions that enhance the 
reader's understanding. These 
facts, examples, and definitions are 
objective and not dependent on 
emotion, although the writing may 
be lively, engaging, and reflective 
of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 

• Daily writing 
activities  

• Writing instructions for 
familiar activities 

• Writing directions  
• Writing instructions  
• Writing labels  
• Listing steps  
• Observing and 

describing activities  
• Writing comparisons  
• Categorizing activities  
• Summarizing activities  
• Writing how-to pieces  
• Practicing sequencing 
 

• Picture-prompted writing 
• Stating an opinion 
• Writing to explain why 
• Writing about literary preferences 
• Sketching 

Persuasive – Standard 3: The 
student develops and demonstrates 
persuasive writing that is used for 
the purpose of influencing the 
reader. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.K.4.3.1 – The student will draw a 
picture and use it to explain why this 
item (food, pet, person) is their 
favorite. 
 

 • Comparing and contrasting  
• Writing to inform or 

persuade  
• Writing to explain why 
• Writing opinions 

 



       
 Grade 1 

    CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program     
    Correlated with:  

• Florida's Sunshine State Standards and  Benchmarks  

• FCAT Writing+ Expectations 

• Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Readers 

 

 

 



Grade 1 
CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program Correlated to Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks, 
FCAT Writing+ Expectations, and Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Reading Programs 

 
Grade 1: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 
Through shared, guided, 

interactive, and independent 
writing activities. 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Grade Level Expectations  
 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 
 
 

 
Grade 1 Basals 

Through shared, guided, 
interactive, and independent 

writing activities. 

• Planning activities, both oral 
and written 

• Following writing process 
steps  

• Brainstorming activities 
• Sketching 
• Using simple graphic 

organizers 
• Choosing own topics   
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Listing and sorting details 
• Developing word banks 

 

Prewriting – Standard 1: The 
student will use prewriting 
strategies to generate ideas 
and formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.1.3.1.1 – generating ideas from 
multiple sources (e.g., 
brainstorming, webbing, drawing, 
group discussion, other activities);  
 
LA.1.3.1.2 – discussing the purpose 
for a writing piece; and 
 
LA.1.3.1.3 – organizing ideas using 
simple webs, maps, or lists. 
 

Planning: Students make a plan for 
their writing.  Although students 
are expected to plan their responses 
for the FCAT, their planning sheets 
are not part of the scoring criteria. 
Planning develops focus for writing 
by grouping related ideas and 
identifying the purpose for writing. 
 

• Choosing topics  
• Brainstorming activities  
• Using simple graphic 

organizers  
• Following writing process 

steps 
• Talking with others  
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Using literature to select 

topics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 1: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 1 Basals 

• Writing from personal 
experience 

• Writing sentences 
• Clumping information that 

goes together 
• Writing a series of related 

sentences 
• Making charts 
• Keeping personal word banks 
• Adding details  
• Writing lists 
• Writing captions/labels 
• Writing messages 
• Writing notes 
• Making flip-books 
• Writing comparisons 
• Writing in response to 

literature 
• Using simple 

beginning techniques 
• Using simple ending 

techniques 
• Handwriting practice 

 

Drafting – Standard 2: The 
student will write a draft 
appropriate to the topic, audience, 
and purpose. 

The student will draft writing by: 

LA.1.3.2.1 – maintaining focus on a 
single idea using supporting details; 
and 

LA.1.3.2.2 – organizing details into 
a logical sequence that has a 
beginning, middle, and end. 
 

Focus: How clearly a central 
idea (topic), theme, or unifying 
point is presented and 
maintained. 

Organization: The structure or plan 
of development (beginning, middle, 
and end) and the relationship of 
one point to another to provide a 
logical progression of ideas; the 
use of transitional devices to signal 
both the relationship of the 
supporting ideas to the central 
idea, theme, or unifying point and 
the connections between and 
among sentences. 
 

• Writing from personal experience 
• Writing sentences 
• Making charts 
• Writing color words 
• Writing lists 
• Writing captions/labels 
• Writing messages 
• Writing notes 
• Writing class books 
• Writing comparisons 
• Writing in response to literature 
• Making flip-books 
• Writing postcards 
• Writing poems 
• Handwriting practice 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Grade 1: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations

 
Grade 1 Basals 

• Elaborating (by adding on a letter 
or word)  

• Adding transitions 
• Using size, shape, age, made-from 

words  
• Using color words  
• Using a simile 
• Using names for people and pets  

Using concrete information to 
support opinions  

• Asking questions  
• Giving an opinion  
• Using a where phrase  
• Using a when phrase  
• Writing description  
• Using simple verbs  
• Using comparison words  
• Using onomatopoeia  
• Rhyming  
• Using specific names for people, 

pets, and places 
• Guided revision 

Revising – Standard 3: The student 
will revise and refine the draft for 
clarity and effectiveness. 
 
LA.1.3.3.1 – evaluating the draft for 
logical thinking and marking out 
repetitive text; and 
 
LA.1.3.3.2 – creating clarity by marking 
out repetitive text, adding additional 
details by using a caret and replacing 
general words with specific words. 

Support:  The quality of details used 
to explain, clarify, or define. The 
quality of support depends on word 
choice, specificity, depth, relevance, 
and thoroughness; may be developed 
through the use of additional details, 
anecdotes, illustrations, and 
examples that further clarify 
meaning. 
 

• Using descriptive words  
• Using figurative language  
• Using onomatopoeia  
• Using personification  
• Using rhyme  
• Using color words  
• Asking questions  
• Using simple verbs   
• Using comparison words 

Describing a setting  
• Using simple dialogue  
• Adding, deleting, clarifying and 

rearranging text  
• Using adjectives  
• Using concrete nouns 
• Using revision checklists 



 
Grade 1: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 1 Basals 

• Writing correctly: name, date, 
end punctuation, capital 
letters at the  beginnings of 
sentences, common words, 
colors, numbers from one to 
ten, days of the week, the 
word “I” 

• Using spelling 
approximations 

• Understanding the concept of 
a sentence 

• Copying dictation 
• Reading sentence strips 
• Directionality 
• Wrapping text 
• Finger spacing 
• Spelling high frequency 

words 
• Using upper and lower case 

letters appropriately  
• Editing by ear 
• Editing in a group 
• Editing own and other's 

papers 
 

Editing for Language Conventions –     
 Standard 4: The student will edit and    
 correct the draft for standard  
 language conventions. 
 
The student will edit for correct use of: 
 
LA.1.3.4.1 – common spelling patterns 
(e.g., onset and rimes, word families, and 
simple CVC words) and conventional 
spelling of high frequency words; 
 
LA.1.3.4.2 – capital letters for the 
pronoun “I”; 
 
LA.1.3.4.3 – commas in dates, items in a 
series; 
 
LA.1.3.4.4 – singular and plural nouns, 
action verbs in simple sentences, and 
singular possessive pronouns (e.g., 
my/mines, his/her, hers); 
 
LA.1.3.4.5 – subject and verb agreement 
in simple sentences; and 
 
LA.1.3.4.6 – end punctuation for 
sentences, including periods, question 
marks, and exclamation points. 
 

Conventions: The punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, usage, and 
sentence structure. These conventions 
are basic writing skills included in 
Florida's Sunshine State Standards. 

• Capitalizing the word “I” 
• Capitalizing the names of 

people, places, animals, 
days, months, holidays 

• Using punctuation at the ends
of sentences 

• Punctuating special names 
and titles 

• Practicing daily language 
activities 

• Writing their names 
• Using spelling 

approximations 
• Understanding the concept of

a sentence 
• Copying dictation 
• Reading sentence strips 
• Understanding left-to-right 

directionality 
• Editing own and other's 

writing 
 



Grade 1: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 1 Basals 

• Writing from personal 
experience and knowledge  

• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts 

Responding to poetry  
• Explaining something  
• Discussing and reading 

personal narratives  
• Responding to picture 

prompts  
• Dictating messages 

Telling/Writing what is 
happening  

• Writing personal 
informational narratives 

• Listening to and discussing 
fictional narratives  

• Writing personal 
narratives  

• Writing informational 
expository text   

• Writing inspired by art 
prints, photos, personal 
snapshots  

• Giving an opinion  
• Writing in response to 

literature 
• Keeping class logs and 

charts  
• Keeping science journals  
• Writing in all curriculum 

areas  
• Keeping homework 

writing journals  
• Publishing individual and 

class books by hand or on a 
computer  

• Sharing writing during 
daily response time and 
periodic Author’s Chair 

 Publishing – Standard 5: The student 
will produce, illustrate, and share a 
variety of compositions. 

LA.1.3.5.1 - The student will produce, 
illustrate, and share a variety of 
compositions. 
 
 

Narrative Writing: The purpose of this 
kind of writing is to recount a personal 
or fictional experience or to tell a story 
based on a real or imagined event. In 
well-written narration, a writer uses 
insight, creativity, drama, suspense, 
humor, or fantasy to create a central 
theme or impression. The details all 
work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is easy to 
follow and paraphrase. 
 
Expository Writing: The purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a 
concept. Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance 
the reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 

• Writing from personal 
experience and knowledge  

• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts  
• Writing how-to paragraphs   
• Writing poetry  
• Explaining something  
• Discussing and reading  

personal narratives  
• Responding to picture 

prompts  
• Writing a message  
• Writing personal 

informational narratives  
• Listening to and discussing 

narratives  
• Listening to and discussing 

fiction Writing stories  
• Understanding narrative 

story elements from reading  
• Writing informational reports 
• Writing informational 

expository text  
• Using dictation to connect 

oral and written print  
• Writing in response to 

literature  
• Keeping class logs and charts  
• Writing in/about other 

curriculum areas  
• Writing reports  
• Comparing and contrasting  
• Writing to inform or persuade  
• Publishing individual and 

class books by hand or on a 
computer 

• Creating documents with 
graphics 

• Using software programs 



Grade 1: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade  

Expectations 

 
Grade 1 Basals 

 
• Responding to varied texts 
• Responding to picture 

prompts 
• Listening to, discussing, 

planning, and writing 
fictional narratives 

• Listening to, discussing, 
planning, and writing 
personal narratives  

• Writing inspired by art 
prints, photos, personal 
snapshots  

• Writing in response to 
literature 

• Writing poetry   
• Writing in various formats 

Creative – Standard 1: The student 
develops and demonstrates creative 
writing. 

 
The student will: 
 
LA.1.4.1.1 – write narratives that include 
a main idea based on real or imagined 
events, characters, and a sequence of 
events; and 
 
LA.1.4.1.2 – participate in writing simple 
stories, poems, rhymes, or song lyrics. 

Narrative Writing: The 
purpose of this kind of writing is 
to recount a personal or fictional 
experience or to tell a story 
based on a real or imagined 
event. 
 

• Responding to varied texts  
Writing poetry  

• Discussing and reading   
personal narratives    

• Responding to picture 
prompts Writing personal 
informational narratives  

• Listening to and discussing 
narratives  

• Listening to and discussing 
fiction Writing stories  

• Understanding narrative 
story elements from 
reading Responding to 
imaginative prompts  



Grade 1: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 1 Basals 

• Writing from personal 
experience and knowledge  

• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts  
• Dictating messages 
• Telling/Writing what is 

happening  
• Writing informational 

expository text  
• Giving an opinion  
• Writing in response to 

nonfiction literature 
• Creating  logs, charts and 

graphics  
• Keeping science journals  
• Writing in all curriculum 

areas  
• Keeping homework 

writing journals  
• Writing in various 

formats and for various 
purposes 

Informative – Standard 2: The student     
develops and demonstrates technical 
writing that provides information 
related to real-world tasks. 
The student will: 
LA.1.4.2.1 – write in a variety of 
informational/expository forms (e.g., rules, 
summaries, recipes, notes/messages, labels, 
instructions, graphs/tables; 
 
LA.1.4.2.2 – participate in recording 
information from informational/expository 
text (e.g., lists, graphs, tables or maps); 
 
LA.1.4.2.3 – write an 
informational/expository paragraph that 
contains a topic sentence and at least three 
details;; 
 
LA.1.4.2.4 – write basic communications, 
including friendly letters and thank-you 
notes; and 
 
LA.1.4.2.5 – write simple directions to 
familiar locations using “left and right,” 
and create a map that matches the 
directions. 
 
Persuasive – Standard 3: The student 
develops and demonstrates persuasive 
writing that is used for the purpose of 
influencing the reader. 
 
LA.1.4.3.1 – The student will draw a 
picture and use simple text to explain why 
this item (food, pet, person) is important to 
them. 

Expository Writing: The purpose 
of this kind of writing is to 
explain, inform, compare, write 
steps to a process, persuade, or 
give reasons why. 

• Writing from personal 
experience and knowledge  

• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts, 

including nonfiction leveled 
readers  

• Writing how-to paragraphs 
and directions  

• Writing informational reports 
• Writing informational 

expository text  
• Keeping logs and charts  
• Writing in/about other 

curriculum areas  
• Writing reports  
• Comparing and contrasting  
• Writing to inform or persuade  
• Writing to explain why  
• Functional writing  
• Writing in various formats 

and for various purposes 



 
Grade 2 

    CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program     
    Correlated with:  

• Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks  

• FCAT Writing+ Expectations 

• Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Readers 



Grade 2 
CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program Correlated to Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks, 
FCAT Writing+ Expectations, and Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Reading Programs 

 
Grade 2: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 
Through shared, guided, 

interactive, and independent 
writing activities. 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 
 
 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 
 

 

 
Grade 2 Basals 

Through shared, guided, 
interactive, and independent 

writing activities. 
 

• Choosing own topics 
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Using literature to get idea 
• Using linear story planner 
• Following writing process 
• Brainstorming activities 
• Planning activities both oral 
    and written 
• Listing facts, details, information 
• Sorting and clumping related  
   details 
• Listing and ordering steps 
• Sketching 
• Using simple graphic organizers 
 

Prewriting – Standard 1: The 
student will use prewriting 
strategies to generate ideas and 
formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.2.3.1.1 – generating ideas from 
multiple sources (e.g., text, 
brainstorming, webbing, drawing, 
writer’s notebook, group discussion, 
other activities); 
 
LA.2.3.1.2 – determining the 
purpose (e.g., to entertain, to inform, 
to communicate) and the intended 
audience of a writing piece; and 
 
LA.2.3.1.3 – making a plan for 
writing that includes the main idea, 
the purpose (e.g., to entertain, to 
inform, to communicate). 
 

Planning: Students make a plan for 
their writing.  Although students 
are expected to plan their responses 
for the FCAT, their planning sheets 
are not part of the scoring criteria. 
Planning develops focus for writing 
by grouping related ideas and 
identifying the purpose for writing. 
 

• Following writing process 
steps 

• Choosing topics 
• Brainstorming activities 
• Identifying author’s purpose  
• Using simple graphic organizers 
• Talking with others 
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Using literature to get ideas 
 
 

 
 



 
Grade 2: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 2 Basals 

• Writing from personal experience, 
memory, or a class theme 

• Writing several related sentences 
• Making charts, graphs 
• Keeping personal word banks 
• Using simple beginning 

techniques 
• Using simple ending techniques 
• Adding specific details 
• Writing comparisons 
• Writing in response to literature 
• Discussing and reading personal 

narratives 
• Responding to picture prompts 
• Writing a message about a 

drawing 
• Dictating messages 
• Telling/writing what is happening 

or what happened 
• Determining audience and 

purpose for writing 
• Writing personal narratives 
• Handwriting piece 

Drafting – Standard 2: The 
student will write a draft 
appropriate to the topic, 
audience, and purpose. 
 
The student will draft writing by: 
 
LA.2.3.2.1 – maintaining focus on a 
single idea and developing 
supporting details; and 
 
LA.2.3.2.2 – organizing details into a 
logical sequence that has a clear 
beginning, middle and end and an 
awareness of audience. 
 

Focus: How clearly a central 
idea (topic), theme, or unifying 
point is presented and 
maintained. 
 
Organization: The structure or plan 
of development (beginning, middle, 
and end) and the relationship of 
one point to another to provide a 
logical progression of ideas; the use 
of transitional devices to signal 
both the relationship of the 
supporting ideas to the central idea, 
theme, or unifying point and the 
connections between and among 
sentences. 
 

• Writing from personal 
experience 

• Writing a paragraph 
• Writing friendly letters 
• Writing description 
• Writing stories 
• Writing book reports 
• Writing invitations 
• Responding to prompts 
• Writing simple beginnings 
• Writing simple endings 
• Daily writer’s workshop 
• Writing in journals 
• Using descriptive words 
• Using figurative language 
• Using onomatopoeia 
• Using personification 
• Using rhyme 
• Using color words 
• Asking questions 
• Using verbs 
• Using comparison words 
• Describing a setting 
• Using dialogue 
• Using adjectives 
• Using concrete nouns 
• Using story frames 
• Handwriting practice 
 

 

 

 

 



 
Grade 2: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 
Grade 2 Basals 

• Sharing writing with peers  
• Guided revision as a class 
• Responding during daily    

     response and sharing 
• Listening for and identifying   

     target writing skills 
• Using a caret to add a word or  

     phrase to writing 
• Adding a writing target skill  
• Adding and deleting text 
• Adding literary devices 
• Revising to maintain focus 
• Revising for clarity and  

     interest 
• Substituting or adding 
    transitions 
• Adding or improving descriptive 
    language  

 

Revising – Standard 3: The 
student will revise and refine the 
draft for clarity and effectiveness. 
 
The student will revise by: 
 
LA.2.3.3.1 – evaluating the draft for 
logical thinking and consistent point 
of view (first or third person) 
appropriate for the purpose and 
audience; 
 
LA.2.3.3.2 – creating clarity by 
combining related simple sentences 
and sequencing new ideas into 
paragraphs; 
 
LA.2.3.3.3 – creating interest by 
incorporating descriptive words and 
supporting details, such as sensory 
language; and 
 
LA.2.3.3.4 – evaluating the 
composition, with the assistance of 
teacher, peer, checklist or rubric. 

Support:  The quality of details 
used to explain, clarify, or define. 
The quality of support depends on 
word choice, specificity, depth, 
relevance, and thoroughness; may 
be developed through the use of 
additional details, anecdotes, 
illustrations, and examples that 
further clarify meaning. 

 
 

• Analyzing text for literary  
    devices 
• Using alliteration 
• Using hyperbole 
• Rhyming 
• Using color words 
• Asking questions  
• Using strong verbs 
• Using comparison words  
• Describing a setting 
• Using simple dialogue 
• Using onomatopoeia 
• Using personification 
• Using specific names for some  
    nouns 
• Using figurative language 
• Using describing words 
• Using story frames 
• Using picture examples to  
    reinforce the concept of story-     
    middles 
• Writing simple endings 
• Clumping information 
• Responding to the writing of  
    peers 
• Revising as a class 
• Adding, deleting, clarifying and  
    rearranging text 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Grade 2: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 2 Basals 

• End punctuation 
• Commas in a series 
• Capitalization  
• Using quotation marks for 

direct quotations  
• Including name, date, title  
• Spelling high frequency 

words 
• Complete sentences 
• Pronoun/antecedent 

agreement  
• Subject/verb agreement 
• Practicing sorting or 

clumping activities as a 
precursor to paragraphing  

• Editing by ear 
• Editing in a group  
• Editing own and other's 

papers 

Editing for Language Conventions – 
Standard 4: The student will edit and 
correct the draft for standards 
language conventions. 
 
The student will edit for correct use of: 
 
LA.2.3.4.1 – conventional spelling for 
high frequency words and common 
spelling patterns and generalizations 
(e.g., word families, simple CVC words, 
regular plurals, simple suffixes and 
simple prefixes) to determine how to 
spell new words; 
 
LA.2.3.4.2 – capitalization, including 
initial word in a sentence, pronoun “I,” 
and proper names; 
 
LA.2.3.4.3 – commas in dates, items in a 
series, greetings and closings of letters, 
and compound sentences, colons to 
punctuate time, and apostrophes to 
correctly punctuate contractions; 
 
LA.2.3.4.4 – nouns, verbs, personal 
pronouns, adjectives and adverbs, 
singular possessive pronouns (e.g., 
my/mines, his/her, hers); 
 
LA.2.3.4.5 – subject/verb and 
noun/pronoun agreement in simple and 
compound sentences; 
 
LA.2.3.4.6 – end punctuation for 
compound sentences, statements, 
questions, and exclamations. 
 

Conventions: The punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, usage, and 
sentence structure. These conventions 
are basic writing skills included in 
Florida's Sunshine State Standards. 

• Using conventions of 
punctuation and 
capitalization  

• Using spelling 
approximations  

• Spelling high frequency 
words 

• Using pronouns correctly  
• Practicing daily language 

activities  
• Copying dictation  
• Reading sentence strips  
• Editing own and other's 

writing 
• Using dictionaries 
• Using writing references  
• Using a variety of 

strategies and resources 
to spell words 

• Using editing checklists 



 
Grade 2: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 2 Basals 

• Writing informational 
expository text  

• Using dictation to connect 
oral and written print  

• Writing inspired by art 
prints, photos, personal 
snapshots 

• Writing letters  
• Giving an opinion 
• Writing in response to 

literature  
• Using concrete information 
• Using comparison words 
• Writing various types of 

supporting details 
• Keeping class logs and 

charts  
• Keeping science journals  
• Writing in all curriculum 

areas  
• Writing reports  
• Writing comparisons 
• Creating and using fact 

books  
• Keeping homework writing 

journals  
• Writing in various formats 
• Identifying author’s 

purpose 
• Identifying audience  
• Sharing during daily 

response time  
• Periodic author’s chair 
• Publishing individual and 

class books by hand or on a 
computer   

 

Publishing – Standard 5: The student 
will write a final product for the 
intended audience. 
 
LA.2.3.5.1 – The student will produce, 
illustrate, and share a variety of 
compositions. 

Narrative Writing:  The purpose of this 
kind of writing is to recount a personal or 
fictional experience or to tell a story 
based on a real or imagined event.  In 
well-written narration, a writer uses 
insight, creativity, drama, suspense, 
humor, or fantasy to create a central 
theme or impression. The details all 
work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is easy to 
follow and paraphrase. 
 
 
Expository Writing: The purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
compare, persuade, explain, define, or 
instruct by giving information, explaining 
why or how, clarifying a process, or 
defining a concept. Well-written 
exposition has a clear, central focus 
developed through a carefully crafted 
presentation of facts, examples, or 
definitions that enhance the reader's 
understanding. These facts, examples, 
and definitions are objective and not 
dependent on emotion, although the 
writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 

• Writing from personal 
experience and knowledge 

• Finding and evaluating 
information 

• Using facts  
• Sequencing steps 
• Writing a news article  
• Writing in/about other 

curriculum areas 
• Writing reports  
• Comparing and 

contrasting  
• Writing to inform or 

persuade 
• Addressing purpose, 

audience, length, and format
requirements 

• Keeping journals 
• Writing a greeting card 
• Writing a photo caption 
• Writing riddles 
• Making a flyer 
• Responding to varied texts 
• Writing how-to paragraphs 
• Responding to/ writing 

poetry 
• Explaining something 
• Publishing individual and 

class books by hand or on a 
computer  

• Using software programs 
 



Grade 2: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
       FCAT Writing+ 4th 

Grade       

 
Grade 2 Basals 

• Writing from personal experience 
    and knowledge 
• Writing personal and fictional  
    narratives 
• Responding to prompts 
• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts  
• Responding to and writing poetry 

 

Creative – Standard 1: The student 
develops and demonstrates 
creative writing. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.2.4.1.1 – write narratives based 
on real or imagined events that 
include a main idea, characters, a 
sequence of events and descriptive 
details; and 
 
LA.2.4.1.2 – compose simple stories, 
poems, riddles, rhymes, or song 
lyrics. 

Narrative Writing:  The purpose of this 
kind of writing is to recount a personal or 
fictional experience or to tell a story 
based on a real or imagined event.  In 
well-written narration, a writer uses 
insight, creativity, drama, suspense, 
humor, or fantasy to create a central 
theme or impression. The details all 
work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is easy to 
follow and paraphrase. 
 

• Responding to varied texts  
• Writing poetry  
• Discussing and reading  
    personal narratives    
• Writing personal narratives  
• Listening to and discussing  
    narratives  
• Listening to and discussing  
    fiction  
• Writing stories  
• Understanding narrative story  
    elements from reading  
• Responding to imaginative 
    prompts 



 
Grade 2: Writing Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
       FCAT Writing+ 4th       
      Grade Expectations 

 
Grade 2 Basals 

• Writing from personal  
    experience and knowledge  
• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts 
• Dictating messages  
• Writing to compare  
• Writing informational  
    expository text 
• Giving an opinion  
• Writing in response to nonfiction  
    literature 
• Creating  logs, charts and 
    graphics  
• Keeping science journals  
• Writing in all curriculum areas  
• Keeping homework writing  
    journals  
• Writing directions   
• Drawing simple maps  
• Writing steps in a process  
• Explaining labeled diagrams  
• Writing friendly letters and  
    thank-you notes  
• Writing in various formats and 
    for various purposes 
 
• Sketching 
• Picture-prompted writing 
• Stating an opinion 
• Writing to explain why 
• Writing about literary preferences 

Informative – Standard 2: The student 
develops and demonstrates technical 
writing that provides information 
related to real-world tasks. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.2.4.2.1 – write in a variety of 
informational/expository forms (e.g., 
rules, summaries, procedures, recipes, 
notes/messages, labels, instructions, 
graphs/tables);  
 
LA.2.4.2.2 – record information (e.g., 
observations, notes, lists, charts, map 
labels, legends) related to a topic; 
 
LA.2.4.2.3 – write 
informational/expository paragraphs that 
contain a topic sentence, supporting 
details, and relevant information; 
 
 
 
 
 
Persuasive – Standard 3:  The student 
develops and demonstrates persuasive 
writing that is used for the purpose of 
influencing the reader. 
 
LA.2.4.3.1 – The student will draw a 
picture and use simple text to explain 
why this item (food, pet, person) is 
important to them. 

Expository Writing: The  purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
compare, persuade, explain, define, or 
instruct by giving information, explaining 
why or how, clarifying a process, or 
defining a concept. Well-written 
exposition has a clear, central focus 
developed through a carefully crafted 
presentation of facts, examples, or 
definitions that enhance the reader's 
understanding. These facts, examples, and 
definitions are objective and not dependent 
on emotion, although the writing may be 
lively, engaging, and reflective of the 
writer's underlying commitment to the 
topic. 

 

• Writing from personal  
    experience and knowledge  
• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts, 
    including nonfiction leveled     
    readers  
• Writing how-to paragraphs   
    and directions  
• Writing informational reports 
• Writing informational  
    expository text  
• Keeping logs and charts  
• Writing in/about other   
    curriculum areas  
• Writing reports  
• Writing in various formats  

      and for various purposes 
• Functional writing  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Comparing and contrasting  
• Writing to inform or persuade  
• Writing to explain why  
• Writing opinions 



Grade 3 

    CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program     
    Correlated with:  

• Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks  

• FCAT Writing+ Expectations 

• Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Readers 



Grade 3 
CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program Correlated to Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks, 

FCAT Writing+ Expectations, and Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Reading Programs 
 

 
Grade 3: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 3 Basals 

• Following writing process steps  
• Planning activities both oral 

and written 
• Brainstorming activities 
• Listing and sorting details 
• Sketching 
• Conducting research 
• Listing and ordering steps 
• Developing a main idea   
• Using simple graphic organizers  
• Choosing own topics  
• Sharing ideas with others  
• Setting the purpose for writing  
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Daily writing workshop 
• Analyzing literature for  

     organizational structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prewriting – Standard 1: The student 
will use prewriting strategies to 
generate ideas and formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.3.3.1.1 – generating ideas from 
multiple sources (e.g., text, 
brainstorming, graphic organizer, 
drawing, writer’s notebook, group 
discussion, printed material); 
 
LA3.3.1.2 – determining the purpose 
(e.g., to entertain, to inform, to 
communicate, to persuade) and the 
intended audience of a writing piece; 
and 
 
LA3.3.1.3 – using organizational 
strategies (e.g., graphic organizer, KWL 
chart, log) to make a plan for writing 
that includes a main idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning: Students make a plan for 
their writing.  Although students are 
expected to plan their responses for 
the FCAT, their planning sheets are 
not part of the scoring criteria. 
Planning develops focus for writing 
by grouping related ideas and 
identifying the purpose for writing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Following writing process steps 
• Choosing topics  
• Brainstorming activities 
• Using graphic organizers  
• Talking with others  
• Sharing ideas with others  
• Establishing audience and  
    purpose  
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Analyzing literature for  
    organizational structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Grade 3: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 3 Basals 

• Writing from personal 
experience  

• Writing personal and fictional 
narratives 

• Responding to prompts 
• Writing for multiple purposes 
• Choosing effective beginning 

and ending techniques 
• Writing thesis statements 
• Writing several related 

sentences to create a paragraph 
• Organizing and writing 

multiple paragraphs  
• Writing introductory 

paragraphs 
• Writing conclusions 
• Writing in cursive  
• Writing description  
• Writing in various formats 
 
 

Drafting – Standard 2: The student 
will write a draft appropriate to the 
topic, audience, and purpose. 
 
The student will draft writing by: 
 
LA.3.3.2.1 – using a prewriting plan 
to develop the main idea with 
supporting details that describe or 
provide facts and/or opinions; and 
 
LA.3.3.2.2 - organizing information 
into a logical sequence through the 
use of time-order words and 
cause/effect transitions. 

Focus: How clearly a central idea 
(topic), theme, or unifying point 
is presented and maintained. 
 
Organization: The structure or 
plan of development (beginning, 
middle, and end) and the 
relationship of one point to 
another to provide a logical 
progression of ideas; the use of 
transitional devices to signal 
both the relationship of the 
supporting ideas to the central 
idea, theme, or unifying point 
and the connections between and 
among sentences.  

• Writing from personal 
    experience  
• Writing to a prompt  
• Creating a paragraph  
• Developing topic sentences  
• Writing in cursive  
• Writing descriptions  
• Writing journal and diary 
    entries   
• Writing for various purposes  
    and audiences  
• Analyzing text for author’s  
    purpose and audience 



Grade 3: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 3 Basals 

• Elaborating (by adding on a  
    word or sentence)  
• Adding details to strengthen  
    support in body paragraphs 
• Changing the order of details  
    and/or paragraphs 
• Analyzing word choice 
• Using resources 
• Using guided revision strategies,  
    both class and individual 
• Using size, shape, age, made- 
    from words  
• Using specific color words 
• Using descriptive attributes  
• Using specific names for people  
    and pets 
• Using concrete information 
• Using a variety of types of 
    supporting details 
• Using a where phrase  
• Using a when phrase 
• Adding specific details 
• Adding clues for inference 
• Adding figurative language  
    (e.g., metaphor, simile,    
    onomatopoeia, alliteration) 
• Using strong verbs  
• Using comparison words 
• Rhyming 
• Developing plot, setting,  
    characters 
• Using charts, graphs 
• Practicing ways to vary sentence  
    structure 

Revising – Standard 3: The 
student will revise and refine the 
draft for clarity and 
effectiveness. 
 
 
The student will revise by: 
 
LA.3.3.3.1 – evaluating the draft 
for use of ideas and content, 
logical organization, voice (e.g., 
formal or informal), point of view, 
and word choice; 
 
LA.3.3.3.2 – creating clarity by 
using a combination of sentence 
structures (e.g., simple, compound) 
to improve sentence fluency in the 
draft and by rearranging words, 
sentences, and paragraphs to 
clarify meaning; 
 
LA.3.3.3.3 – creating interest by 
adding supporting details (e.g., 
dialogue, similes) and modifying 
word choices using resources and 
reference materials (e.g., 
dictionary thesaurus); and  
 
LA.3.3.3.4 – applying appropriate 
tools or strategies to refine the 
draft (e.g., peer review, checklists, 
rubrics). 
 

Support:  The quality of details 
used to explain, clarify, or define. 
The quality of support depends on 
word choice, specificity, depth, 
relevance, and thoroughness; 
may be developed through the 
use of additional details, 
anecdotes, illustrations, and 
examples that further clarify 
meaning. 
 

•  Using concrete sensory 
   details 
•  Using adjectives to describe 
•  Using alliteration Using  
    assonance 
•  Using color words 
•  Using descriptive images 
•  Using details 
•  Using exaggeration 
•  Using figurative language 
•  Using foreshadowing 
•  Using imagery 
•  Using metaphors 
•  Using onomatopoeia 
•  Using patterns 
•  Using personification 
•  Using similes 
•  Using rhyme and rhythm  
•  Analyzing text for literary 
    devices and organizational   
    structure 
 

 
 
 



 
Grade 3: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 3 Basals 

• End punctuation in various types of 
sentence structures 

• Commas and apostrophes 
• Capitalization 
• Using upper and lower case 

appropriately 
• Suffixes 
• Spelling 
• Using resources 
• Indenting paragraphs 
• Consistent tense 
• Consistent point of view 
• Subject/verb agreement 
• Pronoun/antecedent agreement 
• Punctuating quotations 

correctly 
• Using a caret to add a word or 

phrase to writing 
• Editing by ear 
• Editing in a group 
• Editing own and other's papers 
 

Editing for Language Conventions – 
Standard 4: The student will edit and 
correct the draft for standard 
language conventions. 
 
The student will edit for correct use of: 
 
LA.3.3.4.1 – spelling, using spelling 
patterns and generalization (e.g., word 
families, diphthong, consonant 
digraphs, CVC words, CCVC words, 
affixes) and using a dictionary or other 
resources as necessary; 
 
LA3.3.4.2 – capitalization for proper 
nouns, including holidays, product 
names, titles used with someone’s 
name, initials, and geographic 
locations; 
 
LA.3.3.4.3 – punctuation, including end 
punctuation, apostrophes, commas, 
colons, quotation marks in dialogue, 
and apostrophes in singular 
possessives; 
 
LA.3.3.4.4 – present and past verb 
tense, noun-pronoun agreement, noun-
verb agreement, subjective and 
objective pronouns, and plurals of 
irregular nouns; 
 
LA.3.3.4.5 – subject/verb and 
noun/pronoun agreement in simple and 
compound sentences; and 
 
LA.3.3.4.6 – end punctuation for 
compound, declarative, interrogative, 
and exclamatory sentences. 

Conventions: The punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, usage, and 
sentence structure. These conventions 
are basic writing skills included in 
Florida's Sunshine State Standards. 

• Understanding kinds and 
parts of sentences  

• Using nouns correctly 
• Using verbs correctly  
• Using possessive nouns 
• Spelling grade-level appropriate 

content and high frequency words 
• Adding suffixes correctly 
• Indenting paragraphs 
• Using point of view 
• Analyzing text for tense, point of 

view and sentence structure 
• Analyzing grammar and usage 
• Using  references 
• Using editing checklists 



 
Grade 3: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 3 Basals 

• Writing inspired by art prints, 
photos, personal snapshots  

• Giving an opinion  
• Writing in response to literature  
• Keeping class logs and charts  
• Keeping science journals  
• Writing in all curriculum areas 
• Keeping homework writing journals  
• Writing from personal experience and 

knowledge  
• Keeping journals  
• Responding to varied texts  
• Responding to poetry 
• Daily writing workshop  
• Writing directions  
• Drawing simple maps  
• Writing steps in a process  
• Labeling pictures  
• Explaining labeled diagrams 
• Listing steps fluently 
• Observing and describing  
• Using descriptive attributes 
• Writing comparisons  
• Writing research reports 
• Making charts (class and individual) 
• Sharing writing during daily 

responses time 
• Sharing writing during periodic 

Author’s Chair 

Publishing – Standard 5: The 
student will write a final product 
for the intended audience. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.3.3.5.1 – prepare writing in a 
format appropriate to audience and 
purpose (e.g., manuscript, 
multimedia); 
 
LA.3.3.5.2 – add graphics where 
appropriate; and 
 
LA.3.3.5.3 – share the writing with 
the intended audience. 

Narrative Writing:  The purpose of 
this kind of writing is to recount a 
personal or fictional experience or to 
tell a story based on a real or imagined 
event.  In well-written narration, a 
writer uses insight, creativity, drama, 
suspense, humor, or fantasy to create a 
central theme or impression. The 
details all work together to develop 
an identifiable story line that is easy 
to follow and paraphrase. 
 
 
Expository Writing: The purpose 
of this type of writing is to inform, 
clarify, compare, persuade, explain, 
define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a 
concept. Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance 
the reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 

• Writing friendly letters  
• Writing thank you letters  
• Writing invitations  
• Writing summaries 
• Writing a persuasive 

paragraph 
• Writing a speech  
• Writing research reports  
• Writing a poem  
• Writing a play  
• Writing a story  
• Writing a character sketch  
• Writing a news article  
• Writing an ad  
• Writing a fable 
• Writing in various formats 
• Writing for various purposes 

and audiences 
• Author’s Chair 



Grade 3: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
     FCAT Writing+ 4th 
Grade Expectations 

  
Grade 3 Basals 

• Organizing based on passage of 
time and sequence of events 

• Deciding on a main event or 
theme 

• Using appropriate narrative 
transitions 

• Using sensory details 
• Using feeling words 
• Using dialogue 
• Writing personal narratives with 

elaboration, focus, and an 
ending that drives the story 

• Developing appropriate 
beginnings and endings 

•     Writing fictional narratives 
using a variety of composing, 
elaboration, beginning, and 
ending techniques 

•     Integrating details with main 
idea 

•     Creating tone and atmosphere 
•     Creating effective characters 

(fiction) 
•     Using figurative language 

(metaphor, simile, hyperbole, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
personification) for descriptive 
purposes 

•     Developing plot, setting, 
character(s), theme, tension, 
resolution 

•     Writing for various purposes 
and audiences in various 
formats 

Creative – Standard 1: The student 
develops and demonstrates creative 
writing. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.3.4.1.1 – write narratives based on 
real or imagined events or observations 
that include characters, setting, plot, 
sensory details, and a logical sequence of 
events; and 
 
LA.3.4.1.2 - write a variety of expressive 
forms (e.g., chapter books, short stories, 
poetry, skits, song lyrics) that may 
employ, but not be limited to, figurative 
language (e.g., simile, onomatopoeia), 
rhythm, dialogue, characterization, plot, 
and appropriate format. 

Narrative Writing: The 
purpose of this kind of writing 
is to recount a personal or 
fictional experience or to tell a 
story based on a real or 
imagined event. In well-
written narration, a writer uses 
insight, creativity, drama, 
suspense, humor, or fantasy to 
create a central theme or 
impression. The details all 
work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is 
easy to follow and paraphrase. 

• Writing stories 
• Writing innovations 
• Following narrative text structures 
• Staying on topic 
• Using transitions 
• Using sensory language 
• Using descriptive details 
• Using dialogue 
• Writing good beginnings and 
   endings 
• Using author craft tools 
• Writing personal narratives 
• Writing a narrative poem 
• Studying narrative elements 
   in reading 
• Writing informational 
   narratives 
• Sequencing 
• Elaborating activities 
• Developing plot, character, 
   and setting 
• Describing a character 



Grade 3: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

     FCAT Writing+ 4th 
Grade Expectations 

Grade 3 Basals 

• Writing paragraphs that 
explain  

• Reading expository text as a 
model  

• Writing directions  
• Writing informational 

expository pieces 
• Writing appropriate and 

effective expository beginnings 
and endings  

• Writing steps in a process  
• Writing directions 
• Writing comparisons 
• Giving an opinion 
• Using a variety of types of 

supporting details 
• Using facts and opinions 

effectively and appropriately 
• Listing steps fluently  
• Using incidence and progression 

transitions 
• Labeling parts of a graphic (e.g., 

maps and charts) 
• Observing and describing  
• Using descriptive attributes 
• Sketching 
• Picture-prompted writing 
• Stating an opinion 
• Writing to explain why 
• Writing about literary preferences 
• Ordering paragraphs for 
       effectiveness 
• Developing a variety of types of 
       supporting details 
• Writing for a variety of 

purposes and audiences 

Informative – Standard 2: The 
student develops and demonstrates 
technical writing that provides 
information related to real-world 
tasks. 
The student will: 
LA.3.4.2.1 – write in a variety of 
informational/expository forms (e.g., 
rules, summaries, procedures, recipes, 
notes/messages, labels, instructions, 
graphs/tables, experiments, rubrics); 
LA.3.4.2.2 – record information (e.g., 
observations, notes, lists, charts, map 
labels, legends) related to a topic, 
including visual aids as appropriate; 
LA.3.4.2.3 – write 
informational/expository essays that 
contain at least three paragraphs and 
include a topic sentence, supporting 
details, and relevant information; 
LA.3.4.2.4 – write a variety of 
communications (e.g., friendly letters, 
thank-you notes, formal letters, 
messages, invitations); and 
LA.3.4.2.5 – write simple directions to 
familiar locations using cardinal 
directions and landmarks, and create an 
accompanying map. 
 
Persuasive – Standard 3: The student 
develops and demonstrates persuasive 
writing that is used for the purpose of 
influencing the reader. 
The student will: 
LA.3.4.3.1 – The student will write 
persuasive text (e.g., advertisement, 
paragraph) that attempts to influence the 
reader. 

Expository Writing: The purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a 
concept. Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance the 
reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 

• Creating multimedia 
presentations  

• Writing comparisons  
• Writing reports 
• Writing answers to questions  
• Response to nonfiction 

literature 
• Writing in response journals  
• Taking notes  
• Keeping a learning log  
• Responding to literature  
• Research and reports 
• Writing in other curriculum 

areas 
• Distinguishing between fact 

and opinion 
• Developing effective support 
• Writing opinion paragraphs  
• Giving opinions 
 



 
Grade 4 

    CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program     
    Correlated with:  

• Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks  

• FCAT Writing+ Expectations 

• Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Readers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 4 
CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program Correlated to Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks, 
FCAT Writing+ Expectations, and Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Reading Programs 

 

Grade 4: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 4 Basals 

• Following writing process steps 
• Planning activities both oral 
   and written 
• Keeping a writer's notebook for  
   ideas 
• Brainstorming activities 
• Using simple graphic 
   organizers including list/link, 
   story boards, time lines, Venn 
   Diagrams, webs, CraftPlus     
   Comparison Organizer 
• Using list/linking strategies  
• Creating list outlines  
• Practicing sequential ordering  
    activities 
• Choosing own topics 
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Setting the purpose for writing 
• Determining the audience 
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Choosing a topic based on  
   personal expertise or memory, 
   class theme, assignment, or a 
   prompt 
 

Prewriting – Standard 1: The 
student will use prewriting 
strategies to generate ideas and 
formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.5.3.1.1 – generating ideas from 
multiple sources (e.g., text, 
brainstorming, graphic organizer, 
drawing, writer’s notebook, group 
discussion, printed material) based 
upon teacher-directed topics and 
personal interests; 
 
LA 5.3.1.2 – determining the 
purpose (e.g., to entertain, to inform, 
to communicate, to persuade) and 
intended audience of a writing piece; 
and  
 
LA.5.3.1.3 – organizing ideas using 
strategies and tools (e.g., 
technology, graphic organizer, KWL 
chart, log). 
 

Planning: Students make a plan for 
their writing.  Although students 
are expected to plan their responses 
for the FCAT, their planning sheets 
are not part of the scoring criteria. 
Planning develops focus for writing 
by grouping related ideas and 
identifying the purpose for writing. 

• Planning 
• Choosing topics 
• Brainstorming activities 
• Using simple graphic 
   Organizers 
• Talking with others 
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Establishing audience and 
   purpose first 
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Following writing process  
• Keeping a journal for ideas 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Grade 4: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 4 Basals 

• Writing daily in various formats 
in daily workshop 

• Writing from personal 
experience 

• Responding to literature 
• Imitating literature models 
• Writing several related 

sentences to create a 
paragraph 

• Writing multiple paragraphs 
• Writing in cursive 
• Writing description 
• Elaborating 
• Using size, shape, age, made- 

from words 
• Using specific color words 
• Using proper names for people 

pets, and places 
• Using concrete information 
• Using a where phrase 
• Using a when phrase 
• Using specific details 
• Using action verbs 
• Using comparison words 
• Using figurative language (e.g.,       
   onomatopoeia, alliteration,    
   hyperbole, metaphor, simile) 
• Rhyming 
• Using an appropriate 
   organizational structure for the      
   writing genre 
• Developing setting, plot and  
   characters 
• Writing with a variety of 
   sentence structure 
 

Drafting – Standard 2: The 
student will write a draft 
appropriate to the topic, audience, 
and purpose. 
 
The student will draft writing by: 
 
LA.5.3.2.1 – using a prewriting plan 
to focus on the main idea with ample 
development of supporting details, 
elaborating on organized information 
using descriptive language, 
supporting details, and word choices 
appropriate to the selected tone and 
mood; 
 
LA.5.3.2.2 – organizing information 
into a logical sequence and 
combining or deleting sentences to 
enhance clarity; and 
 
LA.5.3.2.3 – creating interesting 
leads by studying the leads of 
professional authors and 
experimenting with various types of 
leads (e.g., an astonishing fact, a 
dramatic scene). 
 

Focus: How clearly a central 
idea (topic), theme, or unifying 
point is presented and 
maintained. 
 

Organization: The structure or plan 
of development (beginning, middle, 
and end) and the relationship of 
one point to another to provide a 
logical progression of ideas; the 
use of transitional devices to signal 
both the relationship of the 
supporting ideas to the central 
idea, theme, or unifying point and 
the connections between and 
among sentences. 
 

 

• Writing to a daily prompt 
• Writing about personal events 
• Writing several related sentences 
   to create a paragraph 
• Writing multiple paragraphs 
   on a theme 
• Writing fluidly and legibly in  
    cursive 
• Writing a variety of description  
    including: ads, posters,    
    paragraphs, stories and poems 
• Developing topic sentences 
• Using concrete sensory details 
• Using adjectives to describe 
• Using alliteration 
• Using assonance 
• Using colorful words 
• Using descriptive images 
• Using details 
• Using exaggeration 
• Using figurative language 
• Using foreshadowing 
• Using imagery 
• Using onomatopoeia 
• Using patterns 
• Using personification 
• Using similes 
• Using rhyme and rhythm 
 

 

 



Grade 4: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 4 Basals 

• Learning and using a variety of 
writing structures 

• Adding descriptive attribute 
words and concepts appropriate 
to the genre 

• Adding strong verbs 
• Adding literary devices and 

figurative language (e.g., 
metaphor, simile, hyperbole, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, etc.) 

• Using effective beginning and 
ending techniques 

• Using purposeful repetition for 
effect 

• Using strategies to extend, 
expand, and combine sentences 
for variety 

• Analyzing and improving 
word choice 

• Combining sentences 
• Practicing and using substitution 

and deletion techniques 
• Sharing writing with peers  
• Guided revision as a class 
• Responding during daily   

response and sharing 
• Listening for and identifying  

target writing skills 
• Practicing and using a variety 

of revision techniques to 
improve clarity and interest 

• Studying and using writing 
target skills 

 

Revising – Standard 3: The 
student will revise and refine the 
draft for clarity and effectiveness. 
 
The student will revise by: 
 
LA.5.3.3.1 – Evaluating the draft for 
development of ideas and content, 
logical organization, voice, point of 
view, word choice, and sentence 
variation; 
 
LA.5.3.3.2 – creating clarity and 
logic by deleting extraneous or 
repetitious information and 
tightening plot or central idea 
through the use of sequential 
organization, appropriate 
transitional phrases, and 
introductory phrases and clauses 
that vary rhythm and sentence 
structure; 
 
LA.5.3.3.3 – creating precision and 
interest by expressing ideas vividly 
through varied language techniques 
(e.g., foreshadowing, imagery, 
simile, metaphor, sensory language, 
connotation, denotation) and 
modifying word choices using 
resources and reference materials 
(e.g., dictionary, thesaurus); and 
 
LA.5.3.3.4 – applying appropriate 
tools or strategies to evaluate and 
refine the draft (e.g., peer review, 
checklists, rubrics). 
 

Support:  The quality of details 
used to explain, clarify, or define. 
The quality of support depends on 
word choice, specificity, depth, 
relevance, and thoroughness; may 
be developed through the use of 
additional details, anecdotes, 
illustrations, and examples that 
further clarify meaning. 
 

• Varying sentences 
• Combining sentences for variety 
• Using figurative language 
• Using order words and 
   phrases 
• Using traditional structures to  
   convey information 
• Revising for clarity and interest 
• Using sensory language 
• Using revision checklists 
• Practicing and using a variety of  
   revision techniques to improve    
   clarity and interest 
 

 

 



Grade 4: Writing Process  
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 4 Basals 

• Learning conventions through 
writing  

• Spelling content words 
correctly 

• Spelling common words 
correctly 

• Using a variety of spelling 
strategies to edit including: 
environmental resources, word 
banks, dictionaries, spell 
checkers 

• Following the rules of 
capitalization and 
punctuation 

• Using commas, quotation marks 
and end marks correctly 

• Using a caret to add a word or 
phrase to writing 

• Editing by ear 
• Editing in a group 
• Editing with partners  
• Editing own and other's 

papers 
• Producing final documents that 

contain title, name, and date  
• Using capitals for all proper 

nouns , sentence beginnings, titles 
and the word “I” 

• Punctuating a variety of 
dialogue forms  

• Indenting for paragraphs  
• Using a variety of resources to 

edit 
• Using parts of speech correctly; 

nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions 

• Subject/verb agreement 
• Pronoun/antecedent agreement 
• Consistent tense 
• Consistent point of view 
• Underlining and italicizing  

Editing for Language Conventions – 
Standard 4: The student will edit 
and correct the draft for standard 
language conventions. 
 
The student will edit for correct use of: 
 
LA.5.3.4.1 – spelling, using spelling 
rules, orthographic patterns, 
generalizations, knowledge of root 
words, prefixes, suffixes, and 
knowledge of Greek and Latin root 
words and using a dictionary , 
thesaurus, or other resources as 
necessary; 
 
LA.5.3.4.2 – capitalization, including 
literary titles, nationalities, ethnicities, 
languages, religions, geographic 
names and places; 
 
LA.5.3.5.3 – punctuation, including 
commas in clauses, hyphens, and in 
cited sources, including quotations for 
exact words from sources; 
 
LA.5.3.4.4 – the four basic parts of 
speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs), and subjective, objective, 
and demonstrative pronouns and 
singular and plural possessives of 
nouns; and 
 
LA.5.3.4.5 – subject/verb and 
noun/pronoun agreement in simple and 
compound sentences. 

Conventions: The punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, usage, and 
sentence structure. These conventions 
are basic writing skills included in 
Florida's Sunshine State Standards. 

• Learning Greek and Latin roots 
• Using commas in a series  
• Using capitals for all proper 

nouns  
• Applying spelling rules and 

patterns 
• Punctuating a variety of 

dialogue forms  
• Indenting for paragraphs  
• Using a variety of resources to 

edit  
• Editing with partners  
• Spelling content words 

correctly  
• Spelling common words 

correctly  
• Using parts of speech 

correctly; nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, 
possessive nouns/ pronouns, 
prepositional phrases, 
conjunctions  

• Decoding words through 
       structural analysis and    
        phonics rules 
• Understanding kinds and parts 

of sentences 
• Proofreading practice 
      activities 
• Using checklists to edit 



Grade 4: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 4 Basals 

• Writing in science, math, 
social studies, art, and/or 
music learning journals 

• Analyzing and comparing 
characters in literature 
response journals  

• Choosing presentation forms: 
narrative, reports, news 
articles, book 

• Writing in a variety of formats 
and for a variety of purposes 

• Keeping fact books  
• Using varied note taking 

strategies and visual aids  
• Learning and practicing 

several note taking strategies 
• Writing in response to a 

variety of media  
• Writing opinion paragraphs  
• Responding to varied text  
• Writing from personal and 

shared class experiences  
• Writing in learning logs 
• Creating books, speeches, 

songs, poems, multi-media 
presentations, etc. 

• Sharing writing during daily 
response time and author’s 
chair 

Publishing – Standard 5: The 
student will write a final product for 
the intended audience. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.5.3.3.1 – prepare writing using 
technology in a format appropriate to 
audience and purpose (e.g., 
manuscript, multimedia); 
 
LA.5.3.5.2 – use elements of spacing 
and design to enhance the appearance 
of the document and add graphics 
where appropriate; and 
 
LA.5.3.5.3 – share the writing with the 
intended audience. 

Narrative Writing: The purpose of 
this kind of writing is to recount a 
personal or fictional experience or to tell 
a story based on a real or imagined 
event.  In well-written narration, a 
writer uses insight, creativity, drama, 
suspense, humor, or fantasy to create a 
central theme or impression. The details 
all work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is easy to 
follow and paraphrase. 
 
Expository Writing: The purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a 
concept. Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance 
the reader's understanding. These facts,
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 
 

• Writing in other curriculum 
areas  

• Connecting writing to reading 
• Responding to literature 
• Creating innovations 
• Character analysis 
• Writing for a variety of 

purposes 
• Writing in a workshop setting 
• Writing in journals and 

workbooks 
• Writing in a variety of forms 

including news articles, 
magazine articles, book 
reviews, letters, books 

• Publishing individual and 
class books by hand or on a 
computer  

• Creating documents with 
graphics  

• Using software programs 
• Composing business letters on 

the computer  
• Using electronic technology to 

revise and edit writing 



Grade 4: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 
Expectations 

Grade 4 Basals 

• Organizing based on passage of 
time and sequence of events 

• Deciding on a main event or 
theme 

• Using appropriate narrative 
transitions 

• Using descriptive support 
• Using sensory details 
• Using feeling words 
• Using dialogue 
• Using literary devices to make 

the writing lively 
• Writing personal narratives 

with elaboration, focus, and an 
ending that drives the story 

• Developing appropriate 
beginnings and endings 

•     Writing fictional narratives 
using a variety of composing, 
elaboration, beginning, and 
ending techniques 

•     Integrating details with main 
idea 

•     Creating tone and atmosphere 
•     Creating effective characters 

(fiction) 
•     Using figurative language 

(metaphor, simile, hyperbole, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
personification) for descriptive 
purposes 

•     Developing plot, setting, 
character(s), theme, tension, 
resolution 

•     Writing for various purposes 
and audiences in various 
formats 

 

Creative – The student develops and 
demonstrates creative writing.  
 
The student will: 
 
LA.4.4.1.1 – write narratives based on 
real or imagined ideas, events, or 
observations that include characters, 
setting, plot, sensory details, a logical 
sequence of events, and a context to 
enable the reader to imagine the world 
of the event or experience; and 
 
LA.4.4.1.2 – write a variety of 
expressive forms (e.g., short story, 
poetry, skit, song lyrics) that employ 
figurative language (e.g., simile, 
metaphor, onomatopoeia, and 
personification), rhythm, dialogue, 
characterization, plot, and/or 
appropriate format. 

Narrative Writing: The purpose of 
this kind of writing is to recount a 
personal or fictional experience or to tell 
a story based on a real or imagined 
event.  In well-written narration, a 
writer uses insight, creativity, drama, 
suspense, humor, or fantasy to create a 
central theme or impression. The details 
all work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is easy to 
follow and paraphrase. 

 

• Writing stories 
• Writing innovations 
• Following narrative text structures 
• Staying on topic 
• Using transitions 
• Using sensory language 
• Using descriptive details 
• Combining sentences 
• Using dialogue 
• Writing good beginnings and  
   endings 
• Using author craft tools 
• Writing personal narratives 
• Writing a narrative poem 
• Studying narrative elements in  
   reading 
• Writing informational  
   narratives 
• Sequencing 
• Elaborating activities 
• Using humor 
• Creating a mood 
• Developing plot, character, and 
   setting 
• Establishing character traits 
 



Grade 4: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 4 Basals 

• Writing in science, math, 
social studies, art, and/or 
music learning journals 

• Analyzing and comparing 
characters in literature 
response journals  

• Choosing presentation forms: 
e.g., speech, report, news 
article, book, letter 

• Writing in various formats 
and for various purposes and 
audiences 

• Writing an opinion piece 
• Writing a persuasive piece 
• Writing and organizing 

information in lists, charts, 
graphs, etc. 

• Writing steps to a process 
• Writing directions 
• Developing introductory 

paragraphs 
• Using effective beginning 

techniques 
• Developing effective 

concluding paragraphs 
• Using effective ending 

techniques 
 

Informative – Standard 1: The 
student develops and demonstrates 
technical writing that provides 
information related to real-world 
tasks. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.4.4.2.1 – write in a variety of 
informational/expository forms (e.g., 
summaries, procedures, recipes, 
instructions, graph/tables, 
experiments, rubrics, how-to 
manuals); 
 
LA.4.4.2.2 – record information (e.g., 
observations, notes, lists, charts, map 
labels, legends) related to a topic, 
including visual aids as appropriate; 
 
LA.4.4.2.3 – write 
informational/expository essays that 
contain introductory, body, and 
concluding paragraphs; 
 
LA.4.4.2.4 – write a variety of 
communications (e.g., friendly letters, 
thank-you notes, formal letters, 
messages, invitations) that have a 
clearly stated purpose and that include 
the date, proper salutation, body, 
closing and signature; and 
 
LA.4.4.2.5 – write simple directions to 
familiar locations using cardinal 
directions, landmarks, and distances, 
and create an accompanying map.  

Expository Writing: The purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a 
concept. Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance 
the reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 
 

• Writing opinion paragraphs  
• Practicing note taking  
• Writing in preparation for 

report writing  
• Keeping science /social studies 

learning logs  
• Writing answers to questions  
• Writing a response journal 

entry  
• Writing a character sketch  
• Writing to inform  
• Writing to persuade 
• Writing to compare 
• Giving opinions 
• Distinguishing between fact 

and opinion 
• Conducting research on a 

topic and writing a report 



Grade 4: Writing 
Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 4 Basals 

• Writing in various formats 
and for various purposes and 
audiences 

• Writing an opinion piece 
• Writing a persuasive piece 
• Using effective beginning and 

ending techniques for 
persuasive writing 

• Using effective transitions for 
persuasive writing 

 

Persuasive – Standard 3: The 
student develops and demonstrates 
persuasive writing that is used for 
the purpose of influencing the 
reader. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.4.4.3.1 – write persuasive text 
(e.g., essay, written communication) 
that establish and develop a 
controlling idea, supporting arguments 
for the validity of the proposed idea 
with detailed evidence; and 
 
LA.4.4.3.2 – include persuasive 
techniques (e.g., word choice, 
repetition, emotional appeal). 

Expository Writing: The purpose of 
this type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a 
concept. Well-written exposition has a 
clear, central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance 
the reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 
 

• Writing opinion paragraphs  
• Giving opinions 
• Distinguishing between fact 

and opinion 
 



 
Grade 5 

    CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program     
    Correlated with:  

• Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks  

• FCAT Writing+ Expectations 

• Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Readers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 5 
CraftPlus School-wide Writing Program Correlated to Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks, 

FCAT Writing+ Expectations, and Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal Reading Programs 
 

Grade 5: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th 
Grade Expectations 

Grade 5 Basals 

• Following writing process  
• Planning activities both oral and 

written 
• Keeping a writer's notebook 
• Brainstorming activities 
• Using graphic organizers 

including list-link, story boards, 
time lines, Venn 

• Diagrams, webs 
• Choosing own topics 
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Setting the purpose for writing 
• Determining a focal event or 

theme 
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Choosing a topic based on 

personal expertise or memory, 
class theme, assignment, or a 
prompt 

• Using prewriting techniques 
appropriate for 
expository/narrative/ persuasion 

• Writing in a variety of formats  
• Writing for a variety of purposes 
• Writing for varied audiences 
 

Prewriting – Standard 1: 
The student will use 
prewriting strategies to 
generate ideas and 
formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.5.3.1.1 – generating ideas from 
multiple sources (e.g., text, 
brainstorming, graphic organizer, 
drawing, writer’s notebook, group 
discussion, printed material) based 
upon teacher-directed topics and 
personal interests. 
 
LA.5.3.1.2 – determining the 
purpose (e.g., to entertain, to 
inform, to communicate, to 
persuade) and intended audience of 
a writing piece; and 
 
LA.5.3.1.3 – organizing ideas 
using strategies and tools (e.g., 
technology, graphic organizer, 
KWL chart, log).  

Planning: Students make a plan 
for their writing.  Although 
students are expected to plan 
their responses for the FCAT, their 
planning sheets are not part of the 
scoring criteria. Planning develops 
focus for writing by grouping 
related ideas and identifying the 
purpose for writing. 
 

• Following writing process steps 
• Choosing topics 
• Keeping a personal journal 
• Free writing 
• Brainstorming activities 
• Using simple graphic 

organizers including webs 
• Sharing ideas with others 
• Establishing audience and 

purpose first 
• Using literature to get ideas 
• Studying samples of 

expository/narrative/persuasion 
• Writing quick writes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 5: Writing Process 
CraftPlus 

Sunshine State Standards and 
Benchmarks 

FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th 
Grade Expectations 

Grade 5 Basals 

• Using descriptive attribute words 
and concepts 

• Learning and using a variety of 
writing structures appropriate to 
the genre 

• Using strong verbs 
• Using figurative language (e.g., 

metaphor, simile, personifications, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
hyperbole) 

• Using purposeful repetition for 
effect 

• Using strategies to extend, 
expand, and combine sentences 
for variety 

• Constructing multi-paragraph 
papers with consistent focus 

• Using physical, structural, and 
craft attributes to write 
comparisons 

• Using an appropriate 
organizational structure for 
the writing genre 

• Substituting strong verbs for 
weak adjectives 

• Using rhythm techniques for 
effective sentence variation 

 

Drafting – Standard 2: The student 
will write a draft appropriate to the 
topic, audience, and purpose. 
 
The student will draft writing by: 
 
LA. 5.3.2.1 – using a prewriting 
plan to focus on the main idea 
with ample development of 
supporting details, elaborating on 
organized information using 
descriptive language, supporting 
details, and word choices 
appropriate to the selected tone 
and mood; 
 
LA.5.3.2.2 – organizing 
information into a logical 
sequence and combining or 
deleting sentences to enhance 
clarity; and 
 
LA.5.3.2.3 – creating interesting 
leads by studying the leads of 
professional authors and 
experimenting with various types 
of leads (e.g., an astonishing fact, 
a dramatic scene). 

 

Focus: How clearly a central 
(topic), theme, or unifying point  
is presented and maintained. 
 

Organization: The structure or plan   
of development (beginning, middle,  
and end) and the relationship of one  
point to another to provide a logical  
progression of ideas; the use of  
transitional devices to signal both  
the relationship of the supporting  
ideas to the central idea, theme, or  
unifying point and the connections  
between and among sentences. 
 

• Using adverbs 
• Using allusion 
• Using foreshadowing 
• Analyzing writing models 
• Following writing forms 
• Using expressive language 
• Studying a variety of 

reading genre 
• Using strategies to develop 

paragraphs 
• Sequencing and using 

effective transitions 
• Considering the viewpoint 
• Elaborating activities 
• Analyzing writing models 
• Identifying effective 

features of a piece of writing 
• Selecting form based on 

purpose 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Grade 5: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 5 Basals 

• Practicing and using a variety of 
revision techniques to improve 
clarity and interest  

• Adding substantial information 
for clarity, plot development and 
descriptive purposes 

• Adding or changing transitional 
words and phrases 

• Adding figurative language 
(metaphor, simile, hyperbole, 
personification, alliteration, 
onomatopoeia, etc.) 

• Evaluating a final piece for 
specific content attributes, genre 
characteristics, composing 
elements, and conventions   

• Using effective beginning and 
ending techniques 

• Using self-monitoring tools  
• Using techniques to add voice 
• Using language to influence 

reader's response 
• Varying sentence structure 
• Improving word choice 
• Cutting and pasting to revise a 

piece of writing  
• Practicing and using substitution 

and deletion techniques 

Revising – Standard 1: The student 
will revise and refine the draft for 
clarity and effectiveness. 
 
LA.5.3.3.1 – evaluating the draft for 
development of ideas and content, 
logical organization, voice, point of 
view, word choice, and sentence 
variations; 
 
LA.5.3.3.2 – creating clarity and logic 
by deleting extraneous or repetitious 
information and tightening plot or 
central idea through the use of 
sequential organization, appropriate 
transitional phrases, and introductory 
phrases and clauses that vary rhythm 
and sentence structure; 
 
LA.5.3.3.4 – creating precision and 
interest by expressing ideas vividly 
through varied language techniques 
(e.g., foreshadowing, imagery, simile, 
metaphor, sensory language, 
connotation, denotation) and modifying 
word choices using resources and 
reference materials (e.g., dictionary, 
thesaurus); and 
 
LA.5.3.3.5 – applying appropriate tools 
or strategies to evaluate and refine the 
draft (e.g., peer review, checklists, 
rubrics). 

Support:  The quality of details used to 
explain, clarify, or define. The quality of 
support depends on word choice, 
specificity, depth, relevance, and 
thoroughness; may be developed 
through the use of additional details, 
anecdotes, illustrations, and examples 
that further clarify meaning. 

 

• Combining sentences for variety  
• Using exact words  
• Adding details and transitions 
• Using checklists during and 

after writing  
• Evaluating voice  
• Analyzing effectiveness  
• Providing and receiving 

feedback 
• Using tone to match purpose and 

audience  
• Changing position of words for 

variation  
• Expanding sentences with 

adjectives 



 
Grade 5: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 5 Basals 

• Applying conventions through 
writing rather than in isolation  

• Producing final documents that 
contain title, name, and date  

• Using commas properly 
• Using capitals for all proper 

nouns  
• Punctuating a variety of dialogue 

forms  
• Indenting for paragraphs  
• Using a variety of resources to 

edit  
• Editing with partners  
• Spelling content words correctly  
• Spelling common words correctly 
• Using parts of speech correctly; 

nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, 
pronouns, conjunctions 

• Using a variety of spelling 
strategies to edit including: 
environmental resources, word 
banks, dictionaries, spell 
checkers 

• Following the rules of 
capitalization and 
punctuation 

•   Using a caret to add a word or 
phrase to writing 

•   Editing by ear 
•   Editing in a group 
•   Editing own and other's papers 
•   Studying and using writing 

target skills 
 

Editing for Language Conventions 
– Standard 4: The student will edit 
and correct the draft for standard 
language conventions. 
 
The student will edit for correct use 
of: 
 
LA.5.3.4.1 – spelling, using spelling 
rules, orthographic patterns, 
generalizations, knowledge of root 
words, prefixes, suffixes, and 
knowledge of Greek and Latin root 
words and using a dictionary, 
thesaurus, or other resources as 
necessary; 
LA.5.3.4.2 – capitalization, 
including literary titles, nationalities, 
ethnicities, languages, religions, 
geographic names and places; 
LA.5.3.4.3 – punctuation, including 
commas in clauses, hyphens, and in 
cited sources, including quotations 
for exact words from sources; 
LA.5.3.4.4 – the four basic parts of 
speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs) and subjective, objective, 
and demonstrative pronouns and 
singular and plural possessives of 
nouns; and 
LA.5.3.4.5 – subject/verb and 
noun/pronoun agreement in simple 
and compound sentences. 

Conventions: The punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, usage, and 
sentence structure. These conventions are 
basic writing skills included in Florida's 
Sunshine State Standards. 

• Using commas in a series 
• Using capitals for all proper 

nouns  
• Punctuating a variety of 

dialogue forms  
• Indenting for paragraphs  
• Editing mechanics 
• Using a variety of resources to 

edit  
• Editing with partners  
• Spelling content words correctly  
• Spelling common words 

correctly  
• Using spelling patterns 
• Following spelling rules 
• Using parts of speech correctly; 

nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverbs, pronouns, possessive 
nouns/ pronouns, prepositional 
phrases, conjunctions  

• Using quotation marks in 
conversation 



 
Grade 5: Writing Process 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 5 Basals 

• Keeping fact books  
• Using varied note taking 

strategies and visual aids 
• Learning and practicing several 

note taking strategies 
• Writing in response to a variety 

of media  
• Writing opinion paragraphs 
• Responding to varied text  
• Writing multi-paragraph pieces 

comparing texts using a variety 
of targeted attributes in writing 
description  

• Writing from personal and shared 
class experiences  

• Writing in learning logs 
• Responding to prompts 
• Publishing final documents on a 

computer  
• Sharing writing during daily 

response time and periodic 
Author’s Chair 

 

Publishing – Standard 5: The 
student will write a final product 
for the intended audience. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.5.3.5.1 – prepare writing using 
technology in a format appropriate 
to audience and purpose (e.g., 
manuscript, multimedia); 
 
LA.5.3.5.2 – use elements of 
spacing and design to enhance the 
appearance of the document and add 
graphics where appropriate; and 
 
LA.5.3.5.3 – share the writing with 
the intended audience. 

Narrative Writing: The purpose of this 
kind of writing is to recount a personal or 
fictional experience or to tell a story based 
on a real or imagined event.  In well-
written narration, a writer uses insight, 
creativity, drama, suspense, humor, or 
fantasy to create a central theme or 
impression. The details all work together 
to develop an identifiable story line that 
is easy to follow and paraphrase. 
 
Expository Writing: The purpose of this 
type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a concept. 
Well-written exposition has a clear, 
central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance the 
reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 
 

• Writing opinion paragraphs  
• Practicing note taking  
• Writing in preparation for 

report writing  
• Keeping learning logs  
• Writing answers to questions  
• Writing a response journal entry  
• Writing in a variety of 

curriculum areas  
• Writing clarification 

compositions  
• Writing summaries  
• Finding and evaluating 

information  
• Writing information 

paragraphs 
• Responding to prompts 
•  Publishing final documents on a 

computer  
• Creating documents with 

graphics  
• Using software programs  
• Composing business letters on the 

computer  
• Using electronic technology to 

revise and edit writing  
• Using electronic technology for 

a variety of purposes 



 
Grade 5: Writing Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 5 Basals 

• Following appropriate 
organizational structures for 
personal/fictional narratives 

• Organizing based on passage of 
time and sequence of events 

• Deciding on a main event or 
theme 

• Using appropriate narrative 
transitions 

• Using descriptive support 
• Using sensory details 
• Using feeling words 
• Using dialogue 
• Using literary devices to make the 

writing lively 
• Writing personal narratives with 

elaboration, focus, and a point 
• Using tension-building techniques 

in fiction 
• Writing informational narratives 
• Developing appropriate 

beginnings and endings 
• Writing fictional narratives using 

a variety of composing, 
elaboration, beginning, and 
ending techniques 

• Integrating details with main 
idea 

• Creating tone and atmosphere 
• Creating effective characters 

(fiction) 
 

Creative – Standard 1: The 
student develops and 
demonstrates creative writing. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.5.4.1.1 – write narratives that 
establish a situation and plot with 
rising action, conflict, and 
resolution; and 
 
LA.5.4.1.2 – write a variety of 
expressive forms (e.g., fiction, short 
story, autobiography, science fiction, 
haiku) that employ figurative 
language (e.g., simile, metaphor, 
onomatopoeia, personification, 
hyperbole), rhythm, dialogue, 
characterization, plot, and/or 
appropriate format. 

Narrative Writing: The purpose of this 
kind of writing is to recount a personal or 
fictional experience or to tell a story based 
on a real or imagined event.  In well-
written narration, a writer uses insight, 
creativity, drama, suspense, humor, or 
fantasy to create a central theme or 
impression. The details all work together 
to develop an identifiable story line that 
is easy to follow and paraphrase. 
 

• Following narrative text 
structures 

• Writing realistic narrative 
paragraphs 

• Writing descriptive 
paragraphs 

• Staying on topic 
• Using transitions 
• Using sensory language 
• Using descriptive details 
• Combining sentences 
• Using dialogue 
• Writing good beginnings and 

endings 
• Using author’s craft 
• Writing personal narratives 
• Writing a narrative poem 
• Studying narrative elements 

in reading 
• Writing informational 

narratives 
• Sequencing 
• Elaborating activities 
• Using humor 
• Creating a mood 
• Developing plot, character, 

and setting 
• Establishing character's 

traits 
• Responding to narrative 

prompts 
 



 
Grade 5: Writing Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 5 Basals 

• Writing in a variety of 
  expository formats including: 
  opinion papers, invitations, 
  newsletters, science observations,   
  literature responses, comparisons,    
  reports, and attribute books 
• Listening to and reading 
  expository poetry 
• Using appropriate expository 
  transitions 
• Using transitions to establish a 
  variety of sequence structures 
• Writing expository topic 
   sentences 
• Developing appropriate 
  supporting ideas 
• Building focused paragraphs 
  from clumps of related   
  information 
• Writing multi-paragraph 
  informational or comparison 
  papers with effective beginnings,  
  middles, and endings 
• Using pronouns to improve 
  expository writing 
 

Informative – Standard 2: The 
student develops and demonstrates 
technical writing that provides 
information related to real-world 
tasks. 
The student will: 
 
LA.5.4.2.1 – write in a variety of 
informational/expository forms (e.g., 
summaries, procedures, instructions, 
experiments, rubrics, how-to manuals, 
assembly instructions); 
 
LA.5.4.2.2 – record information (e.g., 
observations, notes, lists, charts, map 
labels, legends) related to a topic, 
including visual aids to organize and 
concluding paragraphs; 
 
LA.5.4.2.3 – write informational/ 
expository essays that state a thesis with 
a narrow focus and contain introductory, 
body, and concluding paragraphs; 
 
LA.5.4.2.4 – write a variety of 
communications (e.g., friendly letters, 
thank-you notes, formal letters, 
messages, invitations) that have a clearly 
stated purpose and that include the date, 
proper salutation, body, closing and 
signature; and  
 
LA.5.4.2.5 – write directions to 
unfamiliar locations using cardinal and 
ordinal directions, landmarks, and 
distances, and create an accompanying 
map. 

Expository Writing: The purpose of this 
type of writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct by giving 
information, explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or defining a concept. 
Well-written exposition has a clear, 
central focus developed through a 
carefully crafted presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions that enhance the 
reader's understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions are objective 
and not dependent on emotion, although 
the writing may be lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's underlying 
commitment to the topic. 

 

• Writing in a variety of expository 
forms including: definition essays, 
explanatory essays, how-to 
essays, and informative essays 

• Reading expository text as a model 
• Writing directions 
• Using appropriate expository 

transitions 
• Writing steps in a process 
• Observing and describing 
• Writing introductions and 

conclusions 
• Giving reasons 
• Giving supporting facts and 

examples 
• Writing essays that explain using 

an expository framework 
• Responding to expository 

prompts 
 



 
Grade 5: Writing Applications 

CraftPlus 

 
Sunshine State Standards and 

Benchmarks 

 
FCAT Writing+ 4th and 8th Grade 

Expectations 

 
Grade 5 Basals 

• Writing in science, math, social 
studies, art, and/or music learning 
journals 

• Analyzing and writing opinions 
about characters in literature 
response journals  

• Following a persuasive format 
and argument types 

• Using effective beginning and 
ending techniques for persuasive 
writing 

• Using effective transitions for 
persuasive writing 

Persuasive – Standard 3: The student 
develops and demonstrates persuasive 
writing that is used for the purpose of 
influencing the reader. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.5.4.3.1 – write persuasive text (e.g., 
essay, written communication) that 
establish and develop a controlling idea 
and supporting arguments for the 
validity of the proposed idea with 
detailed evidence; and 
 
LA.5.4.3.2 – include persuasive 
techniques (e.g., word choice, repetition, 
emotional appeal, hyperbole). 

Persuasive Writing (Gr. 8): The 
purpose of this type of writing is to 
convince the reader to accept a particular 
point of view or to take a specific action, if 
it is important to present other sides of an 
issue, the writer does so, but in a way that 
makes his or her position clear. The 
unmistakable purpose of this type of writing 
is to convince the reader of something, in 
well-written persuasion, the topic or issue 
is clearly stated and elaborated as 
necessary to indicate understanding and 
conviction on the part of the writer. 

• Writing a persuasive 
paragraph  

• Developing 
opinion/persuasion papers 

• Writing advertisements 
• Choosing a presentation format 
• Essay 
• Following a persuasive text 

structure 
• Distinguishing between fact and 

opinion 
• Developing opposing points of 

view 

 
 
 
 



 

Middle School (Grades 6-8) 

CraftPlus School-wide Writing 
Program Correlated with: 

• Florida's Sunshine State Standards and Benchmarks 
• FCAT Writing+ Expectations 

• Common Language Arts Elements Found in Basal 
Readers 

 



 
CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 

Writing Process 
7th Grade SSS 

Writing Process 
8th Grade SSS 

Writing Process 
FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

Prewriting 
• Brainstorming 
• Listing details 
• Clumping details 
• Listing and ordering steps 
• Determining a focal event 

or theme 
• Determining main idea 
• Determining purpose 
• Determining audience 
• Sequencing by order of 

importance 
• Examining literature 

models 
 
Planning 
• Using multiple types of 

graphic organizers 
• Choosing an appropriate 

type of graphic organizer 
for content, style and 
purpose 

• Sketching/Storyboarding 
• Research 
• Deciding on a presentation 

format 
• Paragraphing 

Prewriting – Standard 1: 
The student will use 
prewriting strategies to 
generate ideas and 
formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.6.3.1.1 – generating 
ideas from multiple sources 
(e.g., prior knowledge, 
discussion with others, 
writer’s notebook, research 
materials, or other reliable 
sources), based upon teacher-
directed topics and personal 
interests; 
 
LA.6.3.1.2 – making a plan 
for writing that prioritizes 
ideas, addresses purpose, 
audience, main idea, and 
logical sequence; and 
 
LA.6.3.1.3 – using 
organizational strategies and 
tools (e.g., technology, 
outline, chart, table, graph, 
web, story map). 

Prewriting – Standard 1: 
The student will use 
prewriting strategies to 
generate ideas and 
formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.7.3.1.1 – generating 
ideas from multiple sources 
(e.g., prior knowledge, 
discussion with others, 
writer’s notebook, research 
materials, or other reliable 
sources) based upon teacher-
directed topics and personal 
interests; 
 
LA.7.3.1.2 – making a plan 
for writing that addresses 
purpose, audience, main 
idea, and logical sequence; 
and 
 
LA.7.3.1.3 – using 
organizational strategies and 
tools (e.g., technology, 
outline, chart, table, graph, 
Venn Diagram, web story 
map, plot pyramid) to 
develop a personal 
organizational style. 

Prewriting – Standard 1: 
The student will use 
prewriting strategies to 
generate ideas and 
formulate a plan. 
 
The student will prewrite by: 
 
LA.8.3.1.1 – generating 
ideas from multiple sources 
(e.g., prior knowledge, 
discussion with others, 
writer’s notebook, research 
materials, or other reliable 
sources) based upon teacher-
directed topics and personal 
interests; 
 
LA.8.3.1.2 – making a plan 
for writing that addresses 
purpose, audience, main 
idea, logical sequence, and 
time frame for completion; 
and 
 
LA.8.3.1.3 – using 
organizational strategies and 
tools (e.g., technology, 
spreadsheet, outline, chart, 
table, graph, Venn Diagram, 
web, story map, plot 
pyramid) to develop a 
personal organizational style. 

Planning for writing 
develops focus by grouping 
related ideas and 
identifying the purpose for 
writing. 
 
Organization refers to the 
structure or plan of 
development. 

 



 
 

CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

7th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

8th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Writing thesis statements 
(e.g., main idea statement, 
stating an opinion, stating a 
position) 

• Choosing an effective 
beginning technique (e.g., 
exclamation, question, 
anecdote, scenario, 
startling fact, idiom, etc.) 

• Developing effective 
paragraph structures (e.g., 
general to specific, specific 
to general, 
question/answer, 
problem/solution, 
conventional, etc.) 

• Analyzing craft in a variety 
of literature models 

• Word choice (e.g., strong 
verbs, descriptive 
attributes, specificity, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
hyperbole, etc.) 

• Using figurative language 
(e.g., simile, metaphor, 
personification, etc.) 

• Voice (e.g., asides to the 
reader, pronouns to address 
the reader, etc.) 

• Choosing effective 
transitions 

• Choosing effective ending 
techniques (e.g., advice, 
circle back to the hook, 
prediction, analogy, etc.) 

Drafting – Standard 2: The 
student will write a draft 
appropriate to the topic, 
audience, and purpose. 
 
The student will draft 
writing by: 
 
LA.6.3.2.1 – developing 
main ideas from the 
prewriting plan using 
primary and secondary 
sources appropriate to 
purpose and audience; 
 
LA.6.3.2.2 – organizing 
information into a logical 
sequence and combining or 
deleting sentences to 
enhance clarity; and 
 
LA.6.3.2.3 – analyzing 
language techniques of 
professional authors (e.g., 
point of view, establishing 
mood) to enhance the use of 
descriptive language and 
word choices. 

Drafting – Standard 2: The 
student will write a draft 
appropriate to the topic, 
audience, and purpose. 
 
The student will draft 
writing by: 
 
LA.7.3.2.1 – developing 
main ideas from the pre-
writing plan using primary 
and secondary sources 
appropriate to the purpose 
and audience; 
 
LA.7.3.2.2 – organizing 
information into a logical 
sequence and combining or 
deleting sentences to 
enhance clarity; and 
 
LA.7.3.2.3 – analyzing 
language techniques of 
professional authors 
(including concrete and 
abstract word choices), and 
infusing a variety of 
language techniques to 
reinforce voice. 
 

Drafting – Standard 2: The 
student will write a draft 
appropriate to the topic, 
audience, and purpose. 
 
The student will draft 
writing by: 
 
LA.8.3.2.1 – developing 
ideas from the prewriting 
plan using primary and 
secondary sources 
appropriate to the purpose 
and audience; 
 
LA.8.3.2.2 – establishing a 
logical organizational pattern 
with supporting details that 
are substantial, specific, and 
relevant; and 
 
LA.8.3.2.3 – analyzing 
language techniques of 
professional authors 
(rhythm, varied sentence 
structure) to develop a 
personal style, demonstrating 
a common of language with 
freshness of expression. 

Focus includes refers to how 
clearly a central idea (topic), 
theme, or unifying point is 
presented and maintained. 
 
Organization refers to the 
relationship of one point to 
another to provide a logical 
progression of ideas. It also 
refers to the use of 
transitional devices to signal 
both the relationship of the 
supporting ideas to the 
central idea, theme, or 
unifying point and the 
connections between and 
among sentences.  
 
Support refers to the quality 
of details used to explain, 
clarify, or define. The quality 
of the support depends on 
word choice, specificity, 
depth, relevance, and 
thoroughness. 

 



 
CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 

Writing Process 
7th Grade SSS 

Writing Process 
8th Grade SSS 

Writing Process 
FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Analyzing writing to 
improve clarity and 
effectiveness 

• Adding transitions (e.g., 
comparison, time, place, 
incidence, progression) 

• Refining transitional 
devices to connect ideas 

• Varying sentence structure 
• Adding embedded 

definitions 
• Elaborating (e.g., adding 

details, clues for inference, 
description) 

• Developing narrative skills 
(e.g., setting, characters, 
tension, resolution) 

• Improving word choice 
• Using resources to improve 

word choice 
• Adding comparisons  
• Adding voice 
• Adding figurative language 
• Refining beginning and 

ending techniques 
• Adding and deleting details 

to maintain focus 
• Modifying paragraph 

structures 

Revising – Standard 3: The 
student will revise and 
refine the draft for clarity 
and effectiveness. 
 
The student will revise by: 
 
LA.6.3.3.1 – evaluating the 
draft for development of 
ideas and content, logical, 
organization, voice, point of 
view, word choice, and 
sentence variation; 
 
LA.6.3.3.2 – creating clarity 
and logic by rearranging 
words, sentences, and 
paragraphs, adding 
transitional words, 
incorporating sources 
directly and indirectly into 
writing, using 
generalizations where 
appropriate, and connecting 
conclusion to ending (e.g., 
use of the circular ending); 
 
 

Revising – Standard 3: The 
student will revise and 
refine the draft for clarity 
and effectiveness. 
 
The student will revise by: 
 
LA.7.3.3.1 – evaluating the 
draft for development of 
ideas and content, logical 
organization, voice, point of 
view, word choice, and 
sentence variation; 
 
LA.7.3.3.2 – creating clarity 
and logic by rearranging 
words, sentences, and 
paragraphs and developing 
relationships among ideas; 
 
 

Revising – Standard 3: The 
student will revise and 
refine the draft for clarity 
and effectiveness. 
 
The student will revise by: 
 
LA.8.3.3.1 – evaluating  the 
draft for development of 
ideas and content, logical 
organization, voice, point of 
view, word choice, and 
sentence variation; 
 
LA.8.3.3.2 – creating clarity 
and logic by maintaining 
central theme, idea, or 
unifying point and 
developing relationships 
among ideas; 
 
 

Support may be developed 
through the use of additional 
details, anecdotes, 
illustrations, and examples 
that further clarify the 
meaning. 

 
 



 
 

CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

7th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

8th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Revising using checklists 
• Revising with partner 

feedback 
• Revising in small group 

settings 
• Guided revision as a class 
• Asking specific questions 

to revise 

(Revising – Standard 3, 
continued) 
 
LA.6.3.3.3 – creating 
precision and interest by 
expressing ideas vividly 
through multiple language 
techniques (e.g., 
foreshadowing, imagery, 
simile, metaphor, sensory  
language, connotation, 
denotation) and modifying 
word choices using resources 
and reference materials (e.g., 
dictionary, thesaurus); and 
 
LA. 6.3.3.4 – applying 
appropriate tools or 
strategies to evaluate and 
refine the draft (e.g., peer 
review, checklists, rubrics). 

(Revising – Standard 3, 
continued) 
 
LA.7.3.3.3 – creating 
precision and interest by 
using a variety of sentence 
structures (including the use 
of participles and participial 
phrases at the beginning and 
end of sentences), creative 
language devices, and 
modifying words choices 
using resources and 
reference materials (e.g., 
dictionary, thesaurus); and 
 
LA.7.3.3.4 – applying 
appropriate tools or 
strategies to evaluate and 
refine the draft (e.g., peer 
review, checklists, rubrics). 

(Revising – Standard 3, 
continued) 
 
LA.8.3.3.3 – creating 
precision and interest by 
elaborating ideas through 
supporting details (e.g., 
facts, statistics, expert 
opinions, anecdotes), a 
variety of sentence 
structures, creative language 
devices, and modifying word 
choices using resources and 
reference materials (e.g., 
dictionary, thesaurus); and 
 
LA.8.3.3.4 – applying 
appropriate tools or 
strategies to evaluate and 
refine the draft (e.g., peer 
review, checklists, rubrics). 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 

CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

7th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

8th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Capitalization (e.g., titles, 
proper nouns, etc.) 

• Punctuation (e.g., end 
marks, quotation marks, 
commas in a series, 
commas before 
coordinating conjunctions, 
commas following 
introductory clauses, 
colons, dashes, etc.) 

• Spelling high-frequency 
words 

• Using resources to correct 
spelling 

• Indentation 
• Paragraphing (changes in 

time, place, event, speaker) 
• Pronoun/antecedent 

agreement 
• Subject/verb agreement 
• Consistent tense 
• Consistent point of view 
• Using parts of speech 

correctly and effectively 
• Sentence structure 
 

Editing for Language 
Conventions – Standard 4: 
The student will edit and 
correct the draft for 
standard language 
conventions. 
 
The student will edit for 
correct use of:  
 
LA.6.3.4.1 – spelling, using 
spelling rules, orthographic 
patterns, generalizations, 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
knowledge of Greek and 
Latin root words and using a 
dictionary, thesaurus, or 
other resources as necessary; 
 
LA.6.3.4.2 – capitalization, 
including major words in 
titles of books, plays, 
movies, and television 
programs; 
 
 

Editing for Language 
Conventions – Standard 4: 
The student will edit and 
correct the draft for 
standard language 
conventions. 
 
The student will edit for 
correct use of: 
 
LA.7.3.4.1 – spelling, using 
spelling rules, orthographic 
patterns, generalizations, 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
knowledge of Greek and 
Latin root words and using a 
dictionary, thesaurus, or 
other resources as necessary; 
 
LA. 7.3.4.2 – capitalization, 
including regional names 
(e.g., East Coast), historical 
events and documents; 

Editing for Language 
Conventions – Standard 4: 
The student will edit and 
correct the draft for 
standard language 
conventions. 
 
The student will edit for 
correct use of: 
 
LA.8.3.4.1 – spelling, using 
spelling rules, orthographic 
patterns, generalizations, 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes, suffixes, and 
knowledge of Greek and 
Latin root words and using a 
dictionary, thesaurus, or 
other resources as necessary; 
 
LA.8.3.4.2 – capitalization, 
including names of academic 
courses (e.g., Algebra I) and 
proper adjectives (e.g., 
German shepherd, Italian 
restaurant); 

Conventions refer to 
punctuation, capitalization, 
spelling, usage, and sentence 
structure. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

7th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

8th Grade 
Writing Process 

FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Editing using checklists 
• Guided editing as a class 
• Small group editing 

conferences 
• Editing with a partner 

(Editing for Language 
Conventions – Standard 4, 
continued) 
 
LA.6.3.4.3 – punctuation in 
simple, compound, and 
complex sentences, 
including appositives and 
appositive phrases, and in 
cited sources, including 
quotations for exact words 
from sources;  
 
LA.6.3.4.4 – the eight parts 
of speech (noun, pronoun, 
verb, adverb, adjective, 
conjunction, preposition, 
interjection); and 
 
LA.6.3.4.5 – consistency in 
verb tense in simple, 
compound, and complex 
sentences.  

(Editing for Language 
Conventions – Standard 4, 
continued) 
 
LA.7.3.4.3 – punctuation of 
sentence structures, 
including participles, and 
participial phrases, colon in 
introductory lists and to 
punctuate business letter 
salutations, semicolon in 
compound sentences, dash 
for additional emphasis or 
information, and apostrophes 
for plural possessives; 
 
LA.7.3.4.4 – the eight parts 
of speech (noun, pronoun, 
verb, adverb, adjective, 
conjunction, preposition, 
interjection), regular and 
irregular verbs, and pronoun 
agreement; and 
 
LA.7.3.4.5 – consistency in 
verb tense in simple, 
compound, and complex 
sentences. 

(Editing for Language 
Conventions – Standard 4, 
continued) 
 
LA.8.3.4.3 – punctuation, 
including commas, colons, 
semicolons, quotation marks, 
and apostrophes; 
 
LA.8.4.4.4 – the eight parts 
of speech (noun, pronoun, 
verb, adverb, adjective, 
conjunction, preposition, 
interjection), regular and 
irregular verbs, and pronoun 
agreement; and 
 
LA.8.4.4.5 – subject/verb 
agreement, noun/pronoun 
agreement. 

 

 
 
 



 
 

CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

7th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

8th Grade SSS 
Writing Process 

FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Writing for various 
purposes 

• Writing for various 
audiences 

• Writing in various formats 
• Self-selecting topics 
• Developing writing based 

upon assigned topic 
• Responding to a prompt 
• Writing to meet assigned 

criteria 
• Developing written 

communication (e.g., 
business letter, friendly 
letter, thank-you note) 

• Selecting format for 
publication 

• Using technology to 
publish writing 

• Using software programs 
• Sharing writing during 

daily response 
• Sharing writing in a small 

group setting. 
• Sharing writing in a large 

group setting 

Publishing – Standard 5: 
The student will write a 
final product for the 
intended audience. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.6.3.5.1 – prepare writing 
using technology in a format 
appropriate to audience and 
purpose (e.g., manuscript, 
multimedia); 
 
LA.6.3.5.2 – use elements of 
spacing and design for 
graphics (e.g., tables, 
drawings, charts, graphs) 
when applicable to enhance 
the appearance of the 
document; and 
 
LA.6.3.5.3 – share the 
writing with the intended 
audience.  

Publishing – Standard 6: 
The student will write a 
final product for the 
intended audience. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.7.3.5.1 – prepare writing 
using technology in a format 
appropriate to audience and 
purpose (e.g., manuscript, 
multimedia); 
 
LA.7.3.5.2 – use elements of 
spacing and design for 
graphics (e.g., tables, 
drawings, charts, graphs) 
when applicable to enhance 
the appearance of the 
document; and 
 
LA.7.3.5.3 – share the 
writing with the intended 
audience. 

Publishing – Standard 6: 
The student will write a 
final product for the 
intended audience. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.8.3.5.1 – prepare writing 
using technology in a format 
appropriate to audience and 
purpose (e.g., manuscript, 
multimedia); 
 
LA.8.3.5.2 – use elements of 
spacing and design for 
graphics (e.g., tables, 
drawings, charts, graphs) 
when applicable to enhance 
the appearance of the 
document; and 
 
LA.8.3.5.3 – share the 
writing with the intended 
audience. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 
Writing Applications 

7th Grade SSS 
Writing Applications 

8th Grade SSS 
Writing Applications 

FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Following appropriate 
organizational structures 
for personal/fictional 
narratives 

• Organizing based on 
passage of time and 
sequence of events 

• Deciding on a main event 
or  theme 

• Using appropriate 
narrative transitions 

• Using descriptive support 
• Using dialogue 
• Using literary devices to 

make the writing lively 
• Writing personal 

narratives with 
elaboration, focus, and a 
point 

• Using tension-building 
techniques in fiction 

• Developing appropriate 
beginnings and endings 

• Word choice (e.g., strong 
verbs, descriptive 
attributes, specificity, 
onomatopoeia, alliteration, 
hyperbole, etc.) 

• Using figurative language 
(e.g., simile, metaphor, 
personification, etc.) 

 

Creative – Standard 1: The 
student develops and 
demonstrates creative 
writing. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.6.4.1.1 – write narrative 
accounts with an engaging 
plot (including rising action, 
conflict, climax, falling 
action, and resolution) 
include a clearly described 
setting with figurative 
language and descriptive 
words or phrases to enhance 
style and tone; and 
 
LA.6.4.1.2 – write a variety 
of expressive forms (e.g., 
short play, song lyrics, 
historical fiction, and 
limericks) that employ 
figurative language, rhythm, 
dialogue, characterization, 
and/or appropriate format. 

Creative – Standard 1: The 
student develops and 
demonstrates creative 
writing. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.7.4.1.1 – write narrative 
accounts with an engaging 
plot (including rising action, 
conflict, suspense, climax, 
falling action, and 
resolution), and that use a 
range of appropriate 
strategies and specific 
narrative action (e.g., 
dialogue, movement, 
gestures, expressions) and 
include effectively 
developed and complex 
characters, a clearly 
described setting, figurative 
language, and descriptive 
words or phrases to enhance 
style and tone; and 
 
 

Creative – Standard 1: The 
student develops and 
demonstrates creative 
writing. 
 
The students will: 
 
LA.8.4.1.1 – write narrative 
accounts with an engaging 
plot (including rising action, 
conflict, suspense, climax, 
falling action and resolution), 
and that use a range of 
appropriate strategies and 
specific narrative action 
(e.g., dialogue, movement, 
gestures, expressions) and 
include well-chosen details 
using both narrative and 
descriptive strategies (e.g., 
relevant dialogue, specific 
action, physical description, 
background description, 
comparison/contrast of 
characters); and 
 
 

Narrative Writing: The 
purpose of this kind of 
writing is to recount a 
personal or fictional 
experience or to tell a story 
based on a real or imagined 
event. In well-written 
narration, a writer uses 
insight, creativity, drama, 
suspense, humor, or fantasy 
to create a central theme or 
impression. The details all 
work together to develop an 
identifiable story line that is 
easy to follow and 
paraphrase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 
Writing Applications 

7th Grade SSS 
Writing Applications 

8th Grade SSS 
Writing Applications 

FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Writing fictional 
narratives using a variety 
of composing, elaboration, 
beginning, and ending 
techniques and atmosphere 

• Using descriptive skills to 
develop plot, characters, 
setting  

• Creating action, tension 
and resolution 

• Developing character set-
backs  

• Establishing relevance 
• Writing in a variety of 

narrative formats 
• Writing for a variety of 

purposes and audiences 

 (Creative – Standard 1, 
continued) 
 
LA.7.4.1.2 – write a variety 
of expressive forms (e.g., 
realistic fiction, one-act play, 
suspense story, poetry) that 
according to the type of 
writing employed, 
incorporate figurative 
language, rhythm, dialogue, 
characterization, plot, and 
appropriate format. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Creative – Standard 1, 
continued) 
 
LA.8.4.1.2 – write a variety 
of expressive forms (e.g., 
realistic fiction, one-act play, 
suspense story, poetry) that 
according to the type of 
writing employed, 
incorporate figurative 
language, rhythm, dialogue, 
characterization, plot, and 
appropriate format. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
7th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
8th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Writing in a variety of 
expository formats (e.g., 
essays, opinion papers, 
letters, newsletters, 
science 
observations, literature 
responses, comparisons, 
reports, journals, etc.) 

• Listening to and 
reading expository 
literature models 

• Using effective expository 
transitions 

• Using transitions to 
establish a variety of 
sequence structures 

• Writing expository 
thesis statements 

• Developing effective 
supporting ideas 

• Developing effective 
supporting details 
(e.g., concrete 
examples, definitions, 
analogies, anecdotes, 
statistics, quotations, 
etc.) 

• Using effective 
expository beginning 
and ending techniques 

 

Informative – Standard 2: 
The student develops and 
demonstrates technical 
writing that provides 
information related to real-
world tasks. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.6.4.2.1 – write in a 
variety of 
informational/expository 
forms (e.g., summaries, 
procedures, instructions, 
experiments, rubrics, how-to 
manuals, assembly 
instructions); 
 
LA.6.4.2.2 – record 
information (e.g., 
observations, notes, lists, 
charts, legends) related to a 
topic, including visual aids to 
organize and record 
information and include a list 
of sources used; 
 
 

Informative – Standard 2: 
The student develops and 
demonstrates technical 
writing that provides 
information related to real-
world tasks. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.7.4.2.1 – write in a 
variety of 
technical/informational 
forms (e.g., summaries, 
procedures, instructions, 
experiments, rubrics, how-to 
manuals, assembly 
instructions); 
 
LA.7.4.2.2 - record 
information (e.g., 
observations, notes, lists, 
charts, legends) related to a 
topic, including visual aids to 
organize and record 
information, as appropriate, 
and attribute sources of 
information; 
 

Informative – Standard 2: 
The student develops and 
demonstrates technical 
writing that provides 
information related to real-
world tasks. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.8.4.2.1 – write in a 
variety of 
informational/expository 
forms (e.g., summaries, 
procedures, instructions, 
experiments, rubrics, how-to 
manuals, assembly 
instructions); 
 
LA.8.4.2.2 – record 
information (e.g., 
observations, notes, lists, 
charts, legends) related to a 
topic, including visual aids to 
organize and record 
information, as appropriate, 
and attribute sources of 
information; 
 

Expository Writing: The 
purpose of this type of 
writing is to inform, clarify, 
explain, define, or instruct 
by giving information, 
explaining why or how, 
clarifying a process, or 
defining a concept. Well-
written exposition has a 
clear, central focus 
developed through a 
carefully crafted 
presentation of facts, 
examples, or definitions 
that enhance the reader's 
understanding. These facts, 
examples, and definitions 
are objective and not 
dependent on emotion, 
although the writing may be 
lively, engaging, and 
reflective of the writer's 
underlying commitment to 
the topic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
7th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
8th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Building focused 
paragraphs from clumps of 
related information 

• Writing multi-paragraph 
informational or 
comparison papers  

• Developing effective 
paragraph structures 
(e.g., general to specific, 
specific to general, 
question/answer, 
problem/solution, 
comparison/contrast, 
introductory, concluding, 
etc.) 

• Labeling and notating 
parts of a graphic 

• Writing captions 
 

(Informative – Standard 2, 
continued) 
 
LA.6.4.2.3 – write 
informational/expository 
essays (e.g., process, 
description, explanation, 
comparison/contrast, 
problem/solution) that 
include a thesis statement, 
supporting details, and 
introductory, body, and 
concluding paragraphs; 
 
LA.6.4.2.4 – write a variety 
of informal communications 
(e.g., friendly letters, thank-
you notes, messages) and 
formal communications (e.g., 
conventional business letters, 
invitations) that follow a 
format and that have a 
clearly stated purpose and 
that include the date, proper 
salutation, body, closing and 
signature; and 
 
LA.6.4.2.5 – write directions 
to unfamiliar locations using 
cardinal and ordinal 
directions, landmarks, and 
distances, and create an 
accompanying map. 

(Informative – Standard 2, 
continued) 
 
LA.7.4.2.3 - write 
specialized 
informational/expository 
essays (e.g., process 
description, explanation, 
comparison/contrast, 
problem/solution) that 
include a thesis statement, 
supporting details, an 
organizational structure 
particular to its type, and 
introductory, body, and 
concluding paragraphs; 
 
LA.7.4.3.4 - write a variety 
of informal communications 
(e.g., friendly letters, thank-
you notes, messages) and 
formal communications (e.g., 
conventional business letters, 
invitations) that follow a 
format and that have a 
clearly stated purpose and 
that include the date, proper 
salutation, body, closing and 
signature; and 
 
LA.8.4.3.5 - write detailed 
directions to unfamiliar 
locations using cardinal and 
ordinal directions, 
landmarks, streets, and 
distances, and create an 
accompanying map. 

(Informative – Standard 2, 
continued) 
 
LA.8.4.2.3 – write 
specialized 
informational/expository 
essays (e.g., process 
description, explanation, 
comparison/contrast, 
problem/solution) that 
include a thesis statement, 
supporting details, an 
organizational structure 
particular to its type, and 
introductory, body, and 
concluding paragraphs; 
 
LA.8.4.3.4 – write a variety 
of informal communications 
(e.g., friendly letters, thank-
you notes, messages) and 
formal communications (e.g., 
conventional business letters, 
invitations) that follow a 
format and that have a 
clearly stated purpose and 
that include the date, proper 
salutation, body, closing and 
signature; and 
 
LA.8.4.3.5 – write detailed 
directions to unfamiliar 
locations using cardinal and 
ordinal directions, 
landmarks, streets, and 
distances, and create an 
accompanying map. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
CraftPlus 6th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
7th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
8th Grade SSS 

Writing Applications 
FCAT Writing+ 8th 
Grade Expectations 

• Developing persuasive 
skills 

• Appealing to logic 
• Appealing to emotion 
• Appealing to the benefit of 

a specific audience 
• Finding common ground 
• Developing focus and 

intent 
• Developing the 5 W’s 

(who, what, when, where, 
why) 

• Avoiding logical fallacies 
• Developing a rebuttal 
• Creating asides to the 

reader 
• Developing effective 

supporting details in 
persuasive formats 

• Developing effective 
paragraph structures in a 
persuasive format 

• Developing 
comparison/contrast 

• Presenting persuasive 
pieces 

• Writing in a variety of 
persuasive formats 

• Writing for various 
audiences 

• Writing for various 
purposes 

Persuasive – Standard 3: 
The student develops and 
demonstrates persuasive 
writing that is used for the 
purpose of influencing the 
reader. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.6.4.3.1 – write 
persuasive text (e.g., 
advertisement, speech, essay, 
public service 
announcement) that 
establishes and develops a 
controlling idea, using 
appropriate supporting 
arguments and detailed 
evidence; and 
 
LA.6.4.3.2 – include 
persuasive techniques (e.g., 
word choice, repetition, 
emotional appeal, hyperbole, 
appeal to authority, celebrity 
endorsement). 

Persuasive – Standard 3: 
The student develops and 
demonstrates persuasive 
writing that is used for the 
purpose of influencing the 
reader. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.7.4.3.1 – write 
persuasive text (e.g., 
advertisement, speech, essay, 
public service 
announcement) that 
establishes and develops a 
controlling idea and 
supporting arguments for the 
validity of the proposed idea 
with detailed evidence; and 
 
LA.7.4.3.2 – include 
persuasive techniques (e.g., 
word choice, repetition, 
emotional appeal, hyperbole, 
appeal to authority, celebrity 
endorsement, rhetorical 
question, irony). 

Persuasive – Standard 3: 
The student develops and 
demonstrates persuasive 
writing that is used for the 
purpose of influencing the 
reader. 
 
The student will: 
 
LA.8.4.3.1 – write 
persuasive text (e.g., 
advertisement, speech, essay, 
public service 
announcement) that 
establishes and develops a 
controlling idea and 
supporting arguments for the 
validity of the proposed idea 
with detailed evidence; and 
 
LA.8.4.3.2 – include 
persuasive techniques (e.g., 
word choice, repetition, 
emotional appeal, hyperbole, 
appeal to authority, celebrity 
endorsement, rhetorical 
question, irony, symbols, 
glittering generalities, card 
stacking). 

Persuasive Writing (Gr. 
8): The purpose of this type 
of writing is to convince the 
reader to accept a particular 
point of view or to take a 
specific action, if it is 
important to present other 
sides of an issue, the writer 
does so, but in a way that 
makes his or her position 
clear. The unmistakable 
purpose of this type of 
writing is to convince the 
reader of something, in well-
written persuasion, the topic 
or issue is clearly stated and 
elaborated as necessary to 
indicate understanding and 
conviction on the part of the 
writer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


