
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.1.4a

Being Honest

Objectives
Children will be able to:
• identify a purpose for reading.
• monitor understanding of a text.

Support Learners
If children need extra support 
reading a text with purpose and 
understanding, then 

• have children preview the text. 
Using the chapter titles and the 
illustrations, the children can 
predict what will happen. Their 
purpose will be to verify their 
predictions.

• brainstorm with children different 
purposes for reading, such as for 
enjoyment, to answer questions, 
to research a topic, and to verify 
predictions. Create a chart with the 
different purposes. Before reading 
a text with children, refer to the 
chart and discuss the purpose for 
the reading you are about to start.

Fluency: Purpose and Understanding
Introduce the Skill

Discuss setting a purpose: One way to improve your understanding of a text is to 
set a purpose before you start reading. You might read to answer questions, to learn 
how to do something, or to find out how a mystery is solved.

But your purpose depends not only on what you want, it also depends on the type of 
text you will be reading. For example, say your parents want to take you to the movies, 
but they want to make sure the movie is right for first graders. They can go to a movie 
Web site to find out.

Strategically set a purpose by asking, “Why am I reading this text?” Setting a purpose 
will help you to pay attention and understand the text better.

Display the cover of Being Honest. Say: I am reading this book to get information. I 
want to understand what it means to be honest, and ways that I can show my honesty. 
On the board write: “What does it mean to be honest?”

Read pages 4 and 5 aloud to the children. Then say: After reading this section of 
Being Honest, I know that being honest means that I tell the truth and that people can 
trust me. Is this helping me answer my question? Going back to my purpose helps me 
to make sure I understand what I am reading.

As time allows, read the rest of Being Honest with children, occasionally 
returning to the purpose set by the class. Then move on to the next section of 
the lesson.

Practice and Apply

Show children the cover of Being Fair. Say: This is another book about how I can 
do the right thing and be a good person. When we have curiosity about something, 
we might look for a book about it. If we want to learn how to be a good friend on the 
playground, this book might help us. But if we want to learn about how children lived 
hundreds of years ago, this is not the right book.

Let’s read this book to find out if it will meet our purpose to learn how to be fair and be 
a good friend.

Stop at some point during the reading to say: I think this book is giving us 
information that will help us know whether we are being fair. So the reading is meeting 
my purpose. 

Finish reading the book, and summarize the lesson by saying: Setting a 
purpose for our reading helps us to understand what we are reading. It also helps us to 
understand if we have the right book. If I want to learn facts about a particular animal 
or plant or kind of weather or pretty much anything, I need an informational text. If I 
want to read for enjoyment, I can read a story OR an informational text, depending on 
the kind of books I like.




