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Acting Responsibly

Objectives
Children will be able to:
• ask questions about key details in 
a text.

• answer questions about key details 
in a text.

Support Learners
If children need extra support to ask 
and answer questions about key 
details in a text, then 

• build on the concept of curiosity. 
Help them develop questions by 
asking “I wonder” questions in 
response to texts.

• offer question stems, such as 
Who... What... When... and How... 
to prompt children’s thinking.

Questions and Answers about 
Key Details
Introduce the Lesson
Introduce the Text Show children the cover, read the title, and say: What 
do you know about acting responsibly? Talk with your learning partner about 
responsibility.

Allow children to share and then say: The title of this book tells us the topic and 
acting responsibly. We know that it is important to act responsibly, and this book will 
give us interesting details about responsibility.

Introduce the Strategy When I see the cover or read the title of a book, I have 
questions about what will happen or what I will learn. I have a question about this 
book: How can I act responsibly? Add the question to a fresh sheet of chart paper.

As strategic readers, we preview books before we read and see what questions come 
to mind. Then we have a purpose for reading—to figure out the answers. Having a 
purpose like this helps us focus on the information and learn more. 

Demonstrate and Collaborate
Model Strategy Use Before I begin reading, I often skim through the table of 
contents and look at photographs and other text features to see if I have questions. One 
thing I notice about the table of contents is that all of the chapters are about different 
ways we can act responsibly. I have the answer to my first question: There are many, 
many ways that I can act responsibly. Add the answer to the chart paper.

Next, I am going to take a closer look at the table of contents. I see the chapter title 
Responsibilities in Our Free Time, and I wonder what kind of responsibilities 
children would have during free time. It seems like during free time, you would get to 
just play. I’m going to add that to my organizer: “What are free-time responsibilities?”

Continue using the table of contents to generate questions. Model questions for 
children as necessary.

Collaborate with Children Encourage children to offer “I wonder” 
questions for you to add to the list. If children struggle to come up with 
questions, prompt them by asking whether they know what citizenship 
and responsibility are. Add the question(s) to the chart paper. Then read the 
chapters to answer them, and add the answers to the chart paper as well. 

Add more questions to the list. Then instruct partners to read appropriate 
sections of the text in order to answer the questions. As children volunteer 
responses, encourage them to tell you where they found the answers to the 
questions. 

Support Independent Practice
•	Distribute Questions and Answers about Key Details and direct small groups or 

pairs to complete the organizer. If needed, children can copy questions from 
the chart paper and work to find answers. 

•	When children complete their organizers, gather responses and note them 
on the chart paper for a complete record of questions and answers.

•	Prompt children to use the questions-and-answer strategy with other social 
studies texts, either using the organizer or placing sticky notes at pages 
where questions came to mind and pages where they found answers. 

Provide More Practice
Use these texts for further practice 
asking and answering questions 
about key details:

• Living in a Rural Area
• Spending Money
• Benjamin Franklin
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