
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.1.7

Abraham Lincoln

Objectives
Children will be able to:
• use illustrations in a text to 
describe its key ideas.

• use details in a text to describe its 
key ideas.

Support Learners
If children need extra support using 
illustrations and details to describe 
key ideas in a text, then 

• think aloud about key ideas 
and details when you explore 
informative text with children. 
Remind children that titles of 
informative text usually give the 
book’s topic. Then review the 
table of contents and help children 
predict details. 

• work with children to gather 
information and details from 
illustrations in informative text. Ask 
leading questions after reading the 
text on a given page. For example, 
“Can we find additional details in 
this illustration?”

Illustrations and Details
Introduce the Lesson

Introduce the Text The title of informative text usually tell us the main topic. The 
title tells us this book is about Abraham Lincoln. The cover shows a portrait of him. As 
we read this book, we’ll look at details in the words and the pictures to learn more about 
this important president. 

Introduce the Strategy The details in the words and the details in the pictures 
work together to describe the author’s key ideas. This photo shows me what Abraham 
Lincoln looked like. What details do you see about how Abraham Lincoln looked? (He 
had a beard.) He is famous for that beard, but that is not why he is important. As we 
read, let’s think about how the details in the illustrations and words work together to 
help us learn more about Lincoln. 

Demonstrate and Collaborate

Model Strategy Use Read to the bottom of page 7. Then say: What can we 
learn from these illustrations? (Lincoln read by the light of a fire when he was 
young. His family might not have had much money.) 

Collaborate with Children Read the heading at the top of page 8. Since there 
is a new heading, the details in this section are going to describe new key ideas. Who 
knows what these will be about? (slavery) As I read, listen for details about slavery. 

Read to the bottom of page 9. Share with your partner one detail that describes 
slavery. Tell your partner where you found your detail. Was it in the words or in the 
illustrations? 

Have volunteers share their ideas. Validate each idea, shaping each as 
necessary, in order to help children build confidence in their understanding  
of text. 

Support Independent Practice

•	Display Detail Detective. Today you are going to use this handout to help you 
understand how details in the words and pictures describe the big idea that Abraham 
Lincoln was an important man. 

•	Assign sections of the book to pairs or small groups. When the children are 
finished, have partners share their work. Guide them to explain how details 
in the pictures and words work together to describe the section’s key ideas. 

•	Look for opportunities for the children to use Detail Detective with other 
texts. Use this resource when children need support as they think about the 
relationship between details and key ideas.

Provide More Practice
Use these texts for further practice 
using illustrations and details to 
describe key ideas:

• Harriet Tubman
• The National Anthem
• The Washington Monument
• The White House
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Key idea or heading

Details from the illustration that describe the key idea

Details in words that describe the key idea




