
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.5a;  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.1.5b

Vocabulary: Acquisition and Word Sort
Introduce the Skill

Before beginning the lesson, create index cards that feature traits that the book 
Exploring Citizenship: Leadership indicates to be traits of a leader. Then make 
other cards with negative characteristics that are not traits of a leader.

Set the cards aside and show children the cover of Exploring Citizenship: 
Leadership and say: This book is going to help us understand leadership. We know 
some things about leaders. I am the leader of our class; that means you follow my lead, 
and I decide what we will do. This book will tell us more about what it means to be a 
good leader.

Read the entire text. Then model sorting the words into the two categories. Say: 
Some of these cards describe the traits of good leaders, and some of them do not. Let’s 
look at the first card. This says “dishonesty.” Dishonesty is not a trait of a good leader, 
so I am going to put it over here, where it says “Not Traits of a Leader.” Model one or 
two more and then have children help you finish the task.

Say: Now we are going to figure out how the ideas from the “Traits of a Good Leader” 
pile are different from each other. Pick up one of the cards and say, for example: 
Responsibility is a trait of a good leader. It lets other people know that the leader will do 
what she is supposed to do. Work through the rest of the cards with children.

Practice and Apply

Direct learning partners to sort cards based on categories. The first time 
children perform this exercise, include words from two very different 
categories (e.g., U.S. national monuments and names of other countries). 

As children’s skills improve, give them cards that have two similar categories, 
such as names of famous Americans and names of teachers in the school. If 
children’s skills are sufficiently advanced, do not label the categories. 

After the children sort the cards, direct them to tell their learning partner 
what makes each thing different from the other members of the category. 
Travel around the room supporting children’s efforts. “Mr. Jones is a teacher 
who teaches fifth graders.” Gather as a whole group to review the children’s 
understanding of the task. 

Leadership

Objectives
Children will be able to:
• sort words into categories to gain 
an understanding of concepts.

• define words by category plus one 
attribute. (e.g., leaders are people 
who inspire others to  
follow them).

Support Learners
If children need extra support 
sorting words into categories and 
defining words by category and 
attribute, then 

• create lists and have children 
identify the thing that does not 
belong. When children master 
that level of complexity, include 
words from two categories, then 
three, and so on, as shown in the 
independent lesson. 

• support children in their efforts to 
make distinctions within categories 
and based on key attributes. 

Resources in this Bundle
Use these texts for additional 
information about places to go:

• In My Country
• Mapping the United States
• Oceans




