
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.2

Objectives
Children will be able to:
• create informative paragraphs that 
introduce a topic, provide facts, 
and end with a sense of closure. 

• use frequently occurring 
adjectives.

• use frequently occurring 
conjunctions. 

• produce complete sentences in 
response to a prompt.

Support the Writing Process
Provide children with an editing 
checklist based on the Grade 1 
ELA CCSS and your knowledge of 
children’s skills in your classroom. 
Children can use the editing 
checklist as they work with peer 
editors to revise their work.

Writing: Informative Text
Introduce the Text Type

Lead a discussion about informative and explanatory pieces of writing. Say: 
We see informative text—or writing that gives us facts about a topic—all the time. 
Newspapers are informative. Most magazine stories are informative. Recipes are 
informative. A lot of Web sites are informative. All of these sources tell us a topic, give 
us some facts about the topic, and provide a conclusion.

Determine Features
Have available several samples of informative writing, such as magazines, 
newspapers, books, and so on. Allow time for children to examine the samples. 
Then focus children’s attention on the features and say: These samples of 
informative text are all written to give readers facts or information. Even though these 
informative texts are different, they have some features in common. I notice that all of 
them have a topic? or a focus for the information they are giving.

Begin a list—Features of Informative Text—on chart paper. Add has a single 
topic to the list.

Ask children what other features they notice. Have them turn to and discuss 
with partners. Then add their ideas to the features list. The list  
might include:

•	has a single topic
•	includes facts about the topic
•	includes a title that tells the topic 
•	sometimes has illustrations with captions or labels
•	sometimes has maps and graphs

Introduce the Assignment
Introduce with a prompt Say: Children live all over the world. They live in cold 
places. They live in hot places. They live in the mountains. They live near the sea. And 
of course, children live right here in our town. Today we are going to write informative 
paragraphs about living in our town. We will put all of our informative paragraphs 
together in a book to share with new children. That way, new children can learn about 
our town and what it is like to grow up here. Write a paragraph about living in our 
town; include facts and a labeled illustration. 

Ask: What facts will you include about our town? Have children work with 
partners to brainstorm facts. Children can use facts they recall from their 
own experience, and/or they can research your town. Work with children to 
list possible sources for research, and support their efforts at using facts from 
these sources. 

Resources in this Bundle
Use these resources to support 
children’s writing of informative 
texts:

• Mapping the United States
• In My Country
• Mount Rushmore
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Model the Writing

Begin a model informative paragraph to demonstrate a strong opening and 
one strong fact about the subject.

I decided I want my page for the class book to be about the YMCA. New kids to the area 
might not know that we have a Y and that they can have so much fun there. First I will 
give my paragraph a title, “The YMCA in Our Town.” Notice that I placed the title 
on a line of its own, and I used capital letters to start the important words. Sometimes 
writers wait until they are done writing and then create a title after they see what they 
wrote. But I know what I want to say, so I can write my title now.

Now I need to start with a strong opening: The YMCA in our town is a great place 
for kids! I decided to start my paragraph with a statement. I did not have to do that. I 
could have just said, “Do you like to swim and play basketball? If so, the YMCA 
in our town is your kind of place.” That would be a good opening too.

Tell your learning partner what you are going to write about and some ideas for 
grabbing readers’ attention. Allow partners time to share ideas with each other, 
and provide guidance as needed. Then say: I heard some great ideas! We are going 
to have an interesting informative book!

Now I need some facts about my topic. I want the new kids to know where the YMCA 
is, so I am going to include that fact. Write a sentence that tells where the YMCA is 
in your town, and add it to the paragraph you’ve started on chart paper.

Children, what do you think of this fact? Talk with your partner about how this fact is 
important—or not important—to the YMCA paragraph. What else should I include?

Give children a few moments to turn and talk. Be sure they understand that 
the paragraph should be made up of facts that can be proven. Then add some 
of the children’s ideas to the paragraph and say: Now I need to write a conclusion: 
These are some facts about the YMCA in our town. I hope you will enjoy it as 
much as I do!

Support Writers
Display your modeled writing for children alongside the features list. Then 
instruct children to begin writing paragraphs of their own. Remind them that 
these are rough drafts. The children don’t have to worry about spelling or any 
other rules. They should focus on putting their ideas on paper.

If necessary, model how to use ideas from sources to weave them into the 
paragraph. Children should use connecting words to show how the facts 
connect with each other. That way, facts and ideas will flow smoothly from one 
to the next.

As children work on their paragraphs, walk around the room helping those 
who need support. Share with the class examples of strong openings, powerful 
facts, and effective closings that you find along the way.

Mini-Lesson
Instruct children to use their 
imaginations with their opening 
sentences. Have children consider 
the following opening options:

• Question: Did you know that our 
town has a parade to celebrate the 
start of school every year?

• Statement: Our town has a great 
high school football team.

• Figurative Language: Living in our 
town is like growing up in a great 
big family.

• Setting: Our town is right by the 
ocean (or the mountains, or farms, 
etc.).

Mini-Lesson
Because this lesson includes a 
labeled illustration, you will probably 
want to have a few examples for 
children to review. If necessary, 
you can print out a photograph of 
a landmark in your town and add 
labels. Display the model labeled 
illustration and point out its parts. 
Some illustrations also have captions. 
Have children turn and talk about 
the purpose of each part. Ask: How 
does each part of the illustration 
contribute to the informative text?

Tip
Consider giving preliterate children 
the option of working with you or a 
classroom aide or volunteer. These 
children can focus on creating their 
illustration, including the following 
features: 
• the illustration itself
• labels (crafted by the child with 
your support)

• a caption (dictated to you or an 
assistant; leave the caption in 
rough-draft form to allow for editing 
and revising later in the lesson)
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Mini-Lesson
Focus children’s attention on 
linking words that help connect 
facts. Write the words and, but, or, 
so, and because on the board for 
children’s reference. Model how to 
revise your paragraph to include 
strong linking words: You can play 
basketball at our YMCA, and you 
can learn to swim. 

Tip
As children revise and edit, 
consider having them enter their 
paragraphs on the computer, 
either independently or with 
support from an adult. Publishing 
in this manner can be an important 
step in order to help children feel 
their work is finished. In addition, 
children who struggle with letter 
formation will feel great about their 
work when they see it polished and 
nicely presented. 

Revise

Display your model paragraph alongside the features list that you created with 
children. Say: Now that you have written your paragraphs, it’s time to revise and edit 
them. Revising means making sure our ideas make sense. After all, we are trying to 
give readers facts. If they don’t understand what we are saying, the facts are not useful. 
Revising also means adding new facts that we did not think of during the first draft.

Add another fact to your paragraph, thinking aloud so that children can 
witness your thought process. For example, you might say: I know that some 
kids are afraid of the water, but they don’t have to be afraid at our YMCA. I’m going 
to add some facts: At the YMCA in our town, they have great swimming instructors 
and lifeguards. You are always safe in the pool at the YMCA.

Direct children’s attention to the features list the class created. Point out that 
strong informative text includes adjectives, or words that describe nouns. 
Focus children’s attention on one noun in your paragraph and have partners 
think of an adjective that will make the sentence more interesting. Allow 
children to call-out adjectives and add them to your paragraph. Then turn 
revising over to partners. Have them read each other’s work, focusing on 
interesting details. They should make sure their partners have included 
interesting ideas. 

Edit
Discuss the editing process. Say: When we edit, we look for errors in spelling, 
capital letters, and punctuation. If we follow the rules, it helps our reader understand 
our facts.

Distribute an editing checklist and ask children to use it to edit each other’s 
work. Depending on children’s needs, focus the editing on one or more 
conventions such as the following:

•	Whole sentences: Children should use complete sentences. Model how to 
check sentences for subjects and verbs to ensure that they are complete. 
Ensure that all sentences have ending punctuation.

•	Conjunctions: Children in first grade should be learning to use coordinating 
conjunctions effectively to join sentences. Model joining sentences with 
commas and coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or, nor).

•	Spelling: Share strategies for spelling, such as word families, spelling rules, 
using reference sources, and so on.
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Share and Reflect

Allow time for children to share their completed paragraphs and illustrations 
with the whole group. As one child presents to the class, children in the 
audience can point out what other writers have done well. Reinforce children’s 
successful use of strategies. After children present to the class, gather their 
work into a book to keep in the classroom library. Then complete the writing 
process by having an authentic audience—children new to your town—read 
the book.

After the writing is complete, ask questions to help guide children’s reflection:

•	Why do we write informative texts? 

•	Why is it important to start informative text with the topic?

•	What facts did you use to inform your readers? How did you decide which 
facts to include?

•	What do you think is the most important fact you included? How do you 
think your information will help your reader get to know our town?

•	Suppose that a friend asks you for tips on writing a persuasive text. What 
advice will you give?

Extend Childrens’ Thinking
Use these ideas to extend childrens’ thinking about persuasive text and to give 
them additional practice with creating authentic pieces of persuasive writing:

•	Have children consider what text features strengthen informative text. For 
example, headings and boldface words make longer pieces of information 
easier to follow.

•	Work with children to think of other reasons to write informative text, 
such as making a map to help people find their way, telling somebody how 
to play a game, writing a recipe or other instructions, and so on. Create a 
bank of ideas that children can use for their writing.

•	Have children identify an area of their own expertise and write procedural 
text to teach other children how to do something. They can trade with 
another child, and each child can try to follow the other’s directions. 

•	Have children create informative flyers to invite other children in the 
school to attend a classroom event. 

•	Work with children to create organizers that they can store in their writing 
folders for future assignments. Concept webs are ideal for capturing facts 
about a subject.

•	Have children return to a previously written informative piece to evaluate 
the opening and closing, make sure enough facts are provided, and add 
adjectives to help their writing come alive.

•	Give children pieces of informative text—magazine articles, newspapers, 
books from the classroom library, and so on—to evaluate. How do the 
writers introduce their topics? Do the titles tell what the topic is? Do 
writers give enough facts? How could the texts be stronger? Allow time for 
children to share their insight.

Bug Parts

Self-Assess
Have children assess their own 
writing. Provide these questions for 
children’s self-assessment:

• Did you include a title that names 
the topic? 

• Did you start your writing with an 
interesting introductory sentence? 

• Did you give facts that can be 
proved with research? 

• Did you use interesting adjectives 
to describe things in your 
paragraph? 

• Did you include an informative 
illustration that has labels? 




