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Oceans

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• identify a purpose for reading.
• monitor understanding of a text.

Support Learners
If students need extra support 
reading a text with purpose and 
understanding, then 

• have students preview one 
chapter of the text. Using the title, 
headings, and art, ask the students 
to predict what will happen in 
the text. Then, have them use 
the question, “Is my prediction 
correct?” to establish a purpose.

• brainstorm different purposes 
for reading with the students, 
such as for enjoyment, to answer 
questions, to research a topic, or 
to verify predictions. Create a chart 
showing the different purposes. 
Before reading a text with 
students, refer to the chart and 
discuss the purpose for reading  
the text.

Fluency: Purpose and Understanding
Introduce the Skill

Discuss setting a purpose with students by saying: One way to improve your 
understanding of a text is to set a purpose for reading. You might read to answer 
questions, to learn how to do something, or to find out how a mystery is solved.

Your purpose determines the type of text you will choose. For example, you read a 
Web site with movie times differently than you read a science book. To set a purpose, 
strategic readers ask themselves, “What kind of text am I reading?” and “Why am I 
reading this text?” Setting a purpose will help you to pay attention and understand the 
text better.

Display the cover of My World of Geography: Oceans. Say: I am reading this book 
to get information. I want to learn more about oceans. The first heading on the table of 
contents says, “What Is an Ocean?”and the second chapter is titled, “What Is a Sea?” 
This has me curious. Isn’t an ocean the same thing as a sea? I am going to read to find 
out the difference between an ocean and a sea.

On the board or chart paper, write: How is an ocean different from a sea? Then 
say: Let’s read the first two chapters to see if we can answer the question; answering 
our question is our purpose for reading.

When I am reading a larger text, it is good to stop periodically to make sure that I 
understand what I am reading. I can use the question I wrote for my purpose to check 
my understanding. After reading this, I know that a sea is smaller than an ocean. A sea 
is part of an ocean that is partly surrounded by land. Going back to my purpose helps 
me to make sure I understand what I am reading.

Practice and Apply

Preview the next section with me. Read the section heading and look at the pictures. 
Turn and talk to your partner. What could be our purpose for reading this section? 
Display Setting a Purpose. Allow partners to share their ideas and together craft 
a purpose, such as “Why do oceans move?” Record the question on the chart. 
Answering this question is the purpose for reading the next section.

Read the section aloud. Have students revisit the purpose to see if their 
question was answered. Then, have students pair up to take turns reading 
various sections of the book aloud to each other. After each section, they 
should use their purpose to check their understanding and set a new purpose 
for reading.



Foundational Skills

Setting a Purpose
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