
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.2.5

Forests

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• identify various informative text 
features in a book.

• discuss the purpose of each 
informative text feature.

• know and use informative text 
features to locate key facts in a 
text.

Support Learners
If students need extra support using 
text features, then 

• create an anchor chart listing 
informative text features, such as 
captions, bold print, subheadings, 
glossaries, indexes, electronic 
menus, and icons along with how 
to use each feature. Post this list for 
students’ reference. 

• have students work with partners 
to skim a text. Have them point 
out informative text features and 
determine why the author included 
them.

Text Features
Introduce the Lesson

Introduce the Text Show students the cover and say: Look at the beautiful 
leaves in this forest. What season is it in this picture? (fall) We know that leaves 
change color in the fall. This book will teach us many, many other things about forests. 

Introduce the Strategy In informative texts, or books that give us facts, authors 
use text features to make their writing easier to understand and remember. For 
example, they break text into sections and chapters and give each section a title or 
heading. They also show important words in bold print. Let’s preview this book to see 
what informative text features the author used.

Demonstrate and Collaborate
Model Strategy Use We know that previewing a book helps us understand the 
content better. Text features are helpful during text previews. Watch as I use them to 
begin thinking about forest facts. 

The first thing I notice is the table of contents. It lists the names of all the chapters. If I 
picked this book because I need facts about tropical forests, I can turn right to page 10. 
Sometimes we only need one section of an informative text, and the table of contents 
helps us go right to that section. 

Continue the preview, pointing out bold print, captions, and photos. When you 
come to page 13, say: Here is a map. The map has a key that tells me what each of the 
symbols means. Using maps helps me locate features like cities or rivers. What can you 
locate in this map?

Collaborate with Students Informative text features show important information, 
so I always pay attention to them when I read. At the end of the book, on page 30, I find 
a glossary. Tell your learning partner what you know about glossaries. 

Allow students to share what they know, and reinforce correct responses. 
Next, read the book to the students. Ask them to note any text features and to 
think about why the author included them. After the reading, emphasize that 
informative text features are also useful after a reading; they help strategic 
readers review what they have read and locate information.

Support Independent Practice
•	As students read, have them mark text features with sticky notes and jot 

down how those text features help them better understand the text.
•	As students work, circulate and ask: How does this text feature help you locate 

key facts or information in a text?
•	As a challenge, have students explore electronic text features, such as 

menus and icons, on a Web site that you select. They can compare how these 
features are similar to and different from those found in printed texts. 

Provide More Practice
Use these texts for further practice 
using informative text features to 
locate key facts in a text:

•	How	Much	Money
•	If	Maps	Could	Talk
•	Our	National	Holidays



   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.2,  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.7,  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• write informative reports in which 
they organize information to 
explain more about a topic.

• use facts and definitions to 
develop their points.

• provide a strong introduction and 
a concluding statement or section.

• edit and revise their work, paying 
attention to conventions, including 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling.

Support the Writing Process
Provide students with an editing 
checklist based on the Grade 2 ELA 
CCSS. They can use the checklist as 
they work with peer editors to revise 
and edit their work.

Writing: Informative Text
Introduce the Text Type

Talk with students about informative text and say: Suppose I want to learn more 
about soccer, such as the rules of the sport, where it is played, and how it has changed 
over the years. How could I find out this information? I can read books about soccer. I 
can also read an entry about soccer in an online encyclopedia. I can even use a search 
engine to locate Web sites that have information about soccer.

What do all of these sources have in common? They all feature informative or 
explanatory text. Informative texts can look very different from one another. I might 
see lists of rules, diagrams of soccer fields, or time lines that show the history of soccer. 
Although they may look very different, these sources have one thing in common. 
They are full of facts, details, and information on a topic. In other words, they are all 
informative text.

Determine Features
Have available several samples of informative/explanatory writing, such 
as books, magazines, encyclopedias, Web sites, and so on. Allow time for 
students to examine the samples. Then focus students’ attention on the text 
features and say: There are many different types of informative text. This magazine 
has many different articles on different subjects. Each article has a specific topic, such 
as migrating animals. The Web site is divided into categories that I can click on to find 
the information I am looking for. Even though these informative texts are different from 
each other, they have some features in common. I notice that all of them focus on facts. 
They give information and details on a specific topic. Create a list on chart paper: 
Features of Informative Text. Add “gives facts on a specific topic” as the first 
item on the list.

Have students identify other informative text features. Then add their ideas to 
the features list. The list might include:

•	gives facts on a specific topic
•	has an opening that introduces the topic
•	uses organizational features such as headings
•	uses facts and definitions to develop points
•	has a strong ending that concludes the text

Introduce the Assignment
Introduce with a prompt Say: We’ve been talking a lot about American symbols 
and holidays. Choose one American symbol, like the flag, or an American holiday, like 
Memorial Day, and write a report that gives information about that topic.

Ask: What do you know about your topic? What would you like to learn? Have 
students work with partners to brainstorm things they already know about 
their topics and questions they would like to ask to learn more. As the students 
discuss the topic, help them create categories to guide their research (such 
as What does it look like? How does it move? and How have we explored it?). The 
answers to these questions can later be turned into headings for the sections of 
the report. Encourage students to use a variety of information sources.

Resources in this Bundle
Use these resources to support 
students’ writing of informative/
explanatory texts:

•	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	Day
•	The	American	Flag
•	The	U.S.	Capitol
•	The	Pledge	of	Allegiance




