
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.4a;  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.4d

Vocabulary: Acquisition and Use
Introduce the Skill

Read to page 6. Say: As I look at the text on this page, I notice that the author has 
placed one word, mainland, in bold type. This means that the author thinks this 
word is important for me to understand; in this book and many others, bold words 
are defined in the glossary. But I think we can figure out the meaning of mainland 
without looking at the glossary. 

Mainland is a compound word. That means that it is made of two smaller words. 
What are the smaller words? (main and land) Talk with your learning partner about 
the meaning of these two words. 

Work with students to establish that main means the biggest or most important 
part of something and that land is the dry part of Earth’s surface. Mainland 
means big parts of land, and islands are smaller.

Continue reading, stopping occasionally to discuss the meanings of boldface 
words, looking them up in the glossary as necessary to support students’ 
comprehension. Stop reading at the bottom of page 16 and say: The word crops 
is shown in bold here. We could look at the glossary, but I think we can figure out the 
meaning from the context, or the words and sentences around this new word. We know 
from the heading that this section is about farming and fishing, and we know from the 
first sentence that we are talking about growing food. The sentence with crops in it 
talks about animals, which I know are often one type of food. So I believe that crops are 
plants that people grow for food.

Practice and Apply

Depending on students’ literacy skills, have partners complete the reading, 
discussing the meaning of boldface words as they go. Or continue reading the 
book aloud, stopping to allow partners to discuss meaning independently and 
reinforcing students as they use context clues and knowledge of roots to figure 
out the meaning of new and compound words. 

After the reading, have students create sentences that contain the words they 
have learned about islands. Collect the sentences to assess understanding of 
the words and use of the strategies. 

Islands

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• use knowledge of individual 
words to predict the meaning of 
compound words.

• use context clues to figure out the 
meaning of a word or phrase.

Support Learners
If students need extra support using 
context clues and using knowledge 
of individual words to predict the 
meaning of root words, then 

• have students work with partners. 
Provide copies of text and allow 
them to use a highlighter to 
highlight any context clues that 
help predict the meaning of a 
word.

• create a bookmark that lists 
different types of context clues 
hints, such as Look	for	examples. 
Does	the	author	tell	the	meaning?	
Is	a	word	near	the	unknown	word	
like	a	word	you	know? Allow the 
students to use the bookmark to 
remind them to look for context 
clues as they read.

• each time a root word comes up 
in classroom read-alouds or in 
social studies texts, help students 
determine the meaning based 
on the meaning of the composite 
words. When students are learning 
this skill, think aloud and arrive 
at the meaning yourself. Later, 
support students in their efforts. 
Then allow students to work 
independently.




