
Objectives
Students will be able to:
• answer questions about a famous 
person.

• ask questions about a famous 
person to get more information and 
deepen their understanding of the 
person.

• ask questions to clarify information.

Support Learners
If students need extra support to 
ask or answer questions about a 
famous person, then 

• help students use resource 
materials to gather facts and then 
prepare note cards with facts about 
the person.

• provide sentence stems for 
students. If students are writing 
about a famous person, these 
stems might include: He	was	born	
in	______.	She	became	famous	when	
she	______.	As	a	child,	he	liked	to	
______.

• brainstorm as a class a list of 
questions that could be asked 
of speakers and post the list in a 
prominent place.

Self-Assess
Have students assess their own 
speaking and listening. Provide 
these questions for students  
self-assessment: 

• When listening, did you ask 
question to help you learn more 
about this person?

• When listening, did you ask 
questions about anything that was 
confusing?

• When speaking, did you clearly 
answer the questions your 
classmates asked?

Speaking and Listening:  
Speak About a Person’s Life
Introduce the Project

Introduce the text and the project to students. Say: This book tells about the life of 
an important woman who helped change laws about voting in our country. Tell your 
learning partner what you know about voting. While you are talking, remember to 
follow our class rules for discussion. (If the class has not developed a list of rules 
for discussion based on the Grade 2 Speaking and Listening CCSS, now is a 
great time to do so. Post this list for students’ reference.)

Read the text to students. Then introduce the project to students by saying: 
Today you are going to choose a person to study. You will gather facts about them, 
such as what they did as a child, what they studied in school, and why they are famous. 
As you gather details, you’ll think of questions that your listeners might have. Then, 
you will pretend to be a talking statue of that person. Your classmates will ask you 
questions, and you can answer them based on what you have learned.

Guide Practice

Have students write short sentences or draw pictures on note cards to help 
them organize their information. They can use their note cards to help them 
when they are speaking and to help them answer questions.

•	Provide Support Allow students to brainstorm what they want to say with 
partners or small groups. For further support, provide a list of questions for 
them to research about a famous person or to answer about themselves. 

•	Model Peer Feedback Before students present to the entire class or a 
small group, model how to ask questions. You may provide stems such as: 

•	I wonder...
•	Tell me about...
•	Have you...
•	What did you...

Share Projects

Divide the class into small groups. Designate who in each group will speak 
first, and remind students to follow the class discussion rules. Praise students 
specifically for asking and answering questions to learn more information or 
to clarify something that was confusing.
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