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Objectives
Students will be able to:
• write informative reports in which 
they organize information to 
explain more about a topic.

• use facts and definitions to 
develop their points.

• provide a strong introduction and 
a concluding statement or section.

• edit and revise their work, paying 
attention to conventions, including 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling.

Support the Writing Process
Provide students with an editing 
checklist based on the Grade 2 ELA 
CCSS. They can use the checklist as 
they work with peer editors to revise 
and edit their work.

Writing: Informative Text
Introduce the Text Type

Talk with students about informative text and say: Suppose I want to learn more 
about soccer, such as the rules of the sport, where it is played, and how it has changed 
over the years. How could I find out this information? I can read books about soccer. I 
can also read an entry about soccer in an online encyclopedia. I can even use a search 
engine to locate Web sites that have information about soccer.

What do all of these sources have in common? They all feature informative or 
explanatory text. Informative texts can look very different from one another. I might 
see lists of rules, diagrams of soccer fields, or time lines that show the history of soccer. 
Although they may look very different, these sources have one thing in common. 
They are full of facts, details, and information on a topic. In other words, they are all 
informative text.

Determine Features
Have available several samples of informative/explanatory writing, such 
as books, magazines, encyclopedias, Web sites, and so on. Allow time for 
students to examine the samples. Then focus students’ attention on the text 
features and say: There are many different types of informative text. This magazine 
has many different articles on different subjects. Each article has a specific topic, such 
as migrating animals. The Web site is divided into categories that I can click on to find 
the information I am looking for. Even though these informative texts are different from 
each other, they have some features in common. I notice that all of them focus on facts. 
They give information and details on a specific topic. Create a list on chart paper: 
Features of Informative Text. Add “gives facts on a specific topic” as the first 
item on the list.

Have students identify other informative text features. Then add their ideas to 
the features list. The list might include:

•	gives facts on a specific topic
•	has an opening that introduces the topic
•	uses organizational features such as headings
•	uses facts and definitions to develop points
•	has a strong ending that concludes the text

Introduce the Assignment
Introduce with a prompt Say: We’ve been talking a lot about American symbols 
and holidays. Choose one American symbol, like the flag, or an American holiday, like 
Memorial Day, and write a report that gives information about that topic.

Ask: What do you know about your topic? What would you like to learn? Have 
students work with partners to brainstorm things they already know about 
their topics and questions they would like to ask to learn more. As the students 
discuss the topic, help them create categories to guide their research (such 
as What does it look like? How does it move? and How have we explored it?). The 
answers to these questions can later be turned into headings for the sections of 
the report. Encourage students to use a variety of information sources.

Resources in this Bundle
Use these resources to support 
students’ writing of informative/
explanatory texts:

•	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	Day
•	The	American	Flag
•	The	U.S.	Capitol
•	The	Pledge	of	Allegiance
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Model the Writing

Begin modeling a report section to demonstrate using facts and definitions to 
develop a point.

Say: For my report, I’m going to use the chapter, “What Is Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day?” When I am writing, I think about my readers. I want to make it interesting for 
them. A good way to do that is to start a section with a sentence that tells what the 
section will be about. Watch as I write: Martin Luther King, Jr., is a hero in our 
country. He was a great leader who believed that all people are equal.

Did you notice that I used the word leader? This type of specific vocabulary helps 
the reader learn more about a topic. After writing this, I wonder if all my readers will 
know what leader really means. Perhaps I should define what it means. I can use a 
dictionary to look up the meaning and then define the word for the reader. A leader is 
a person who is followed by others. I put the definition in my own words. When I 
am writing informative text, I should write the facts and definitions in my own words.

Now I want to explain more about Dr. King’s leadership. A good way to do this is to 
include facts. Watch as I explain in more detail. People followed Dr. King because 
they believed the same thing he believed: That all people are equal. Students, 
what do you think of this section? Talk with your partner. Did I explain Dr. King’s 
leadership well? Could I add any other facts or definitions?

Give students a few moments to turn and talk. Be sure students understand 
that the rest of the paragraph should focus on details about what Dr. King did 
that inspired our country to create a holiday in his honor. Model for them how 
to turn each question in their research notebooks into a topic for each section 
of their report.

Support Writers
Display your modeled writing alongside the features list. Then instruct 
students to begin writing their reports.

If necessary, model how to weave ideas from brainstorming into the different 
sections of their reports. Remind students that they should use facts and 
details to explain their topics.

As students work on their reports, circulate to assist them. Share with the 
class examples of strong openings, specific vocabulary, and the use of details, 
including facts and definitions.

Martin Luther King, Jr. is a hero in our country. He was a great 
leader who believed that all people are equal. People followed  
Dr. King because they believed the same thing he believed: That all 
people are equal.

Mini-Lesson
Focus students on strong 
introductions by displaying several 
examples. Point out that strong 
openings introduce the topic and 
capture the reader’s attention. 
Guide students to more interesting 
openings, such as:

• Definition: Dr.	Martin	Luther	King,	
Jr.,	Day	celebrates	one	of	our	
country’s	great	leaders.

• Surprising fact: The	Liberty	Bell,	
one	of	our	country’s	most	important	
symbols,	is	actually	broken.

• Description: The	night	sky	lights	up	
on	Independence	Day.

• Quotation: Martin	Luther	King,	
Jr.,	said,	“I	have	a	dream.”	His	
dream	led	our	country	in	a	better	
direction.

Mini-Lesson
Remind students that when they 
take notes they should use content-
specific vocabulary and record 
definitions of unfamiliar words. 
Emphasize that when writing 
informative text, writers use content 
words.

Tip
Create a social studies word wall that 
lists relevant academic vocabulary. 
For this lesson, the word wall might 
include national,	holiday,	president,	
liberty,	hero,	leader,	and so forth. 
Encourage the students to reference 
the word wall for help spelling and 
using social studies vocabulary.



   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.2,  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.5,  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1e

Revise

Display your model report along with the features list that you created with 
students. Say: Now that you have written your text, it’s time to revise and edit. 
When you revise, you look carefully at the content of your writing. Your goal is to 
explain something to your reader, so you want to make sure that your writing is easy to 
understand. You can add new information, such as more details and facts.

I’m taking a closer look at the conclusion. Since this is the end of the report, I want to 
sum up the ideas. Listen as I read: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a great man. He 
believed that all people should be treated equally. Other people agreed with 
him, so he was their leader. He and his followers worked hard to change laws 
that were unfair to African Americans. Because of him, our laws are fair to all 
citizens, so we honor him by celebrating his birthday as a national holiday. I 
think I will add one more sentence to the end to make it memorable to the reader and 
to keep them thinking about my subject: Sometimes people in our country are still 
treated unfairly. We can all work to make sure that we are fair to each other 
and to make sure that our laws are fair to all Americans.

Direct attention to the features list and ask students if they would like to add 
any additional features. If possible, incorporate student suggestions. Then 
turn revising over to partners. Have them read each other’s work, focusing 
on meaning. They should make sure their partners have provided details, 
including facts and definitions, to explain their topic. Also, encourage them to 
look for opportunities to use specific content vocabulary. Direct them to return 
to the features list as a checking point for revising their text.

Edit
Let students know that when we edit, we make sure that our writing will make 
sense to readers. We look for errors in spelling, capital letters, and so on.

Distribute the editing checklist and have students use it to do an edit of each 
other’s work. Depending on students’ needs, focus the editing on one or more 
conventions, such as the following:

•	Capitalization: Students should check to make sure that appropriate words 
in each sentence are capitalized, including the names of people and places.

•	Apostrophes: Remind students that apostrophes are used in contractions 
and possessives, such as in Dr. King’s leadership. 

•	Spelling: Share strategies for spelling, such as using learned spelling 
patterns. Show students how to use a dictionary to check and correct 
spelling.

Mini-Lesson
Focus students’ attention on 
examples in a text where the 
author uses adjectives to describe 
key words. Write a sentence, such 
as We	celebrate	Martin	Luther	
King,	Jr.	Day,	to	remember	what	
Dr.	King	did	to	make	the	world	
a	better	place. Discuss with the 
students how the adjective better 
could be improved. Then model 
using a better adjective: We 
celebrate	Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	
Day,	to	remember	what	Dr.	King	
did	to	make	the	world	a	fair	place	
for	all	people.	Say:	The	word	
fair	describes	the	changes	more	
specifically	than	the	word	better. 

Tip
Encourage the students to look at 
the illustrations in their research 
texts to help describe objects in 
their writing. For students who 
need more support, form a small 
group and use probing questions 
to brainstorm words that describe 
objects. The students can use the 
word bank you generate to add 
adjectives as they write and revise.

Mini-Lesson
Show students examples of text 
features that are often used in 
informative text. Explain how the 
text features are used to guide the 
reader and to highlight important 
information. Model how to turn 
the questions from their research 
notes into headings. Model how to 
add boldface print by tracing over 
certain letters. Explain that bold 
words help readers know that a 
word is important.
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Tip
Students may want to use a digital 
tool to create labeled illustrations or 
diagrams to include in their reports. 
Model for students how to create 
a text box and insert clip art. Then 
show students how to use the text 
wraparound feature to integrate the 
text and illustration.

Self-Assess
Have students assess their own 
writing. Provide these questions for 
students’ self-assessment:

• Did you start your writing with a 
strong opening statement?

• Did you use facts and definitions 
to explain and develop your 
subject?

• Did you use specific content words 
to explain your subject?

• Did you end your writing with a 
powerful concluding statement to 
sum up the information?

Share and Reflect

Allow time for students to share their completed reports. Before students make 
their presentations, remind them to follow classroom rules for discussion. 
Have students point out what other writers have done well. Reinforce students’ 
successful use of strategies.

Then ask questions to help guide students’ reflection:

•	How did you find the facts and definitions you used in your writing?

•	What was the purpose of the reports?

•	How did you organize the information?

•	What helped you explain the topic for your reader?

•	What text features did you use? How were these helpful?

•	What are two important features of an informative/explanatory text?

Extend Students’ Thinking
Use these ideas to extend students’ thinking about informative/explanatory 
writing:

•	Discuss the role of graphics in informative text. Suggest ways that students 
might include labeled drawings, time lines, graphs, charts, and so on.

•	Have students write reports to explain a science investigation. They can 
use these to create a lab notebook that records all of their investigations for 
the year.

•	Students can interview family members or community members to create 
a biography of someone’s life.

•	Have students think of an area in which they have expertise, such as how 
to make a basket or how to make a good sandwich. Then, allow them to 
create an informative Web page or “wiki” explaining how to perform the 
task. They can add more information as they progress throughout the year.

•	Create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast two historical figures. 
Then, have the students use the organizer to write a report about the two 
figures.

•	Give students examples of informative/explanatory text—textbook 
chapters, Web sites, and so on—to evaluate. What was the author 
explaining? How did the author organize the information? What content 
vocabulary did the author use?




