
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.4.c

Objectives
Students will be able to:
•	use	a	known	root	word	as	a	clue	to	
the	meaning	of	an	unknown	word	
with	the	same	root	(e.g.,	victory,	
victorious).

Support Learners
If students	need	extra	support	to	
use	a	known	root	word	as	a	clue	to	
the	meaning	of	an	unknown	word,	
then 

•	create	a	word	wall	with	words	
grouped	by	common	roots.	Add	to	
the	word	wall	as	students	find	new	
words	in	their	reading	that	share	
common	roots.	

•	write	root	words	and	affixes	on	
strips	of	paper.	Then	have	students	
form	words	by	adding	affixes	to	the	
roots.	Discuss	the	meaning	of	the	
new words. 

Vocabulary: Root Words
Introduce the Skill

Sometimes when you come across a word that you don’t know, the context of the word 
won’t help you figure it out. But don’t give up. Very often, you might know something 
about one of the word’s parts, even if you don’t know the entire word.

Hold up the book What’s the Declaration of Independence? Point out the word 
declaration. Then say: I’m not quite certain what this word means, but I think I can 
figure it out. It looks like a word I already know, declare. This word, declare, is called 
a root because other words are built by adding prefixes or suffixes around this part. To 
declare something is to announce it. The Declaration of Independence announced the 
early colonists’ independence from England.

Show students page 24 and point out the word continental. Then say: I notice the 
first part of the word is like a word I already know, continent.  I know that a continent 
is a large land mass (like North America, Africa, Europe, and so on). Have partners 
turn and talk about this word’s meaning. Then have volunteers share their 
answers. The word continental describes things that relate to a large land mass, or 
continent. 

Practice and Apply

Instruct students to:

•	begin with a word pulled from student writing or a text the class is 
reading together.

•	write the root word along with its meaning at the top of the chart.

•	use dictionaries and other resources to find other words containing the 
same root.

•	write the definition of each word, along with a sentence that shows the 
meaning in context.

Allow time for students to present their root word family charts. 




