
Objectives
Students will be able to:
•	create	a	news	report	to	share	with	
students	in	another	classroom	(or	
city,	state,	country)	based	on	an	
important	issue	or	newsworthy	
event.

•	report	on	a	topic	with	appropriate	
facts	and	relevant,	descriptive	
details,	speaking	clearly	at	an	
understandable	pace.

Support Learners
If students	need	extra	support	to	
report	on	a	news	topic,	then 

•	provide	a	list	of	question	words	
that	reporters	use	when	writing	
news stories: who,	what	where,	
when,	why,	and	how. Let students 
know	that	they	can	create	a	news	
report	using	the	answers	to	these	
questions.	

•	provide	sentence	frames	that	will	
help	students	get	started.	These	
might	include:	“Our	story	first	
began	on	______.” or “We	are	
reporting	live	from	_______.”

•	model	speaking	in	a	clear	
voice,	using	an	understandable,	
deliberate	pace	that	can	easily	be	
understood.

Self Assess
After	students	have	presented	their	
reports,	have	them	assess	their	
work	using	the	following	questions:	

•	Did	I	provide	facts	and	descriptive	
details?

•	Did	I	speak	clearly	and	at	an	
understandable	pace?

•	Did	I	listen	carefully	to	the	news	
reports	of	the	other	students?

•	Did	I	speak	in	complete	sentences?

Speaking and Listening: News Radio
Introduce the Project

When we listen to a news broadcast on television or the radio, the news reporter has 
only a short period of time to give “just the facts.” Usually, the news report focuses on 
who was involved, what happened, where it happened, when it happened, why it 
happened, and how the events occurred. Reporters provide descriptive details, but only 
if they support those basic facts.

These days, we hear a lot about how our world is getting smaller. Of course Earth is 
not shrinking! Instead, we have more and more information about what has happened 
in other places. This makes it seem like our “neighbors” are not just the people who live 
in our town but also people who live in other places all over the world. 

Today, you are going to pick something about our school or town that you would like 
to share with students in other places. Then you will create a short report about it. For 
example, I think that our school’s recycling program (or some other topic with which 
students are familiar) might be interesting to faraway students and teachers. I will 
be sure to tell my listeners the facts about our recycling program. Provide a model of 
clear speaking and effective pacing as you report on your chosen topic.

Guide Practice

After children choose an Oklahoma topic or event for their reports, allow time 
for students to prepare brief scripts or outlines. Provide graphic organizers for 
students to collect their information about who, what, where, when, why, and how.

•	Provide Support If possible, have students practice recording their reports 
before making their final recordings. Students may discover that they are 
speaking too quickly or too quietly. They might also discover points at which 
they can give more information. Then have students create final reports. 

•	Emphasize that it is important to present things well, not perfectly For 
example, you might say: On the news last night, I noticed that one reporter made 
a mistake while she was talking about ________. She did not seem to worry about it. 
She corrected herself and kept going. And do you know what? I still understood her 
facts. It was not important that she stumbled over her words. It was important that 
she kept reporting the story. 

•	Model Peer Feedback Have students work with partners to provide 
feedback about one another’s reports. Model possible feedback with a 
volunteer:  

•	Your explanation of ________ was very clear.
•	Can you slow down a bit more when you are talking about ________?
•	Can you give more details about ________?
•	You did a great job of expressing your main point about ________.

Share Projects

After students have had a chance to practice their news reports, help them 
record the reports with a video camera. Provide an authentic audience by 
sharing with a “sister school” or another class.

Support students in providing one another with positive feedback, such as 
which parts of the story were the clearest or the most interesting and who used 
a pace that was easy to follow.

   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.3; 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.4; 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.3.5




