
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.5.4c

Fluency: Self-Correct and  
Confirm Understanding
Introduce the Skill
Discuss fluency with students: Reading fluently is not about reading as quickly 
as you can. Fluent readers read with accuracy and expression, and their goal is to 
understand the text. When I read, I often pause to make sure I understand what I’ve 
read. At times, I need to go back and think harder about the meanings of words, just to 
make sure I understand the author’s message.

Open the book The Articles of Confederation to page 10, and display the text for 
students. Read the first sentence of “Unfair Laws” with expression. Then say: 
I am not completely sure what the word decline means when it is used this way. I’m 
used to decline meaning “to go down,” but that meaning does not make sense here. I 
am going to read the rest of the paragraph to see if I can find clues. Read the rest of 
the paragraph and say: Now I know that men in England were making laws for the 
colonies and that the colonists paid taxes without having any say in the government. I 
also know that the colonists were angry. From reading the sentences that came after the 
word decline, I believe I now understand its meaning in this section of text. I believe 
the word means “got worse” or “got weaker”—in other words, the relations between the 
colonists and Great Britain got worse or weakened. As time allows, have a volunteer 
confirm your understanding by looking the word up in a dictionary. 

Turn to pages 14–15. Then say: On this page, there is another word that I am not 
completely sure about. I know that the word official means that something is formal 
or it follows the rules, like the official papers mentioned on page 14. In cases like that, 
the word official is used as an adjective, a word that describes a noun. I’m familiar with 
that use of the word.

Point to the third paragraph on page 15. Here, I see that the word official is being 
used as a noun. I am going to reread to see if I can figure out the meaning of the word 
by using what I already know and combining it with the context.

Reread the third paragraph. Then say: Mobs attacked British officials. I think that 
the word official, when used as a noun, means a person who has authority when it 
comes to official or government business.

Practice and Apply
Have students help you summarize the fluency strategies used in the lesson 
today the Then have students pair up to take turns reading various sections 
of the book aloud to each other. As they read, circulate to be sure they are 
rereading, using context, and confirming understanding to unlock word 
meaning.

The Articles of Confederation

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• use context to confirm word 
recognition and understanding.

• self-correct, using context to 
confirm understanding.

Support Learners
If students need extra support 
rereading to confirm word 
recognition and to self-correct, 
then 

• provide models with a variety 
of texts, including fiction and 
nonfiction. Unlock your thinking 
as you show how you periodically 
pause, check understanding, 
and reread to confirm. Many 
students will skip over what they 
don’t understand at the expense 
of comprehension. Show them 
that strategic readers often go 
back to self-correct and confirm 
understanding.

• model various strategies for 
using context to determine word 
meaning. Show students how 
to confirm understanding and 
decipher meaning: read words and 
sentences around the unknown 
word, use illustrations and 
photographs, and use word parts 
such as affixes and roots.




