
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.5.1

Great Women of  
the American Revolution

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• quote accurately from a text when 
explaining what the text says 
explicitly.

• quote accurately from a text when 
drawing inferences.

Support Learners
If students need extra support to 
quote accurately from a text, then 

• point out section headings and 
have students work with you to 
find sections of text (quotes) that 
explain the headings/main ideas.

• emphasize that specific (quoted) 
details and examples help us 
understand a text and serve as a 
foundation for inferences.

Explaining and Inferring  
Using Direct Quotations
Introduce the Lesson

Introduce the Text Show students the cover and say: We know that the 
American Revolution was when colonists fought for their freedom from Great Britain, 
but we don’t often hear about the role that women played. This text will help fill this 
gap in our understanding. 

Introduce the Strategy Say: Direct quotes (or exact words from the text) can 
support explanations and inferences that you make about text. Remember that we 
make inferences when we combine what we already know with new information; in this 
instance, that new information is provided by the text. 

Demonstrate and Collaborate

Model Strategy Use Listen as I read pages 4 and 5. I can explain the text by 
saying, “The role that women played in the American Revolution extended well beyond 
their everyday duties.” That is an explanation of the text. To support this explanation, 
I can quote from page 5: “Women crossed enemy lines with secret messages. They held 
enemy soldiers prisoner in their homes.” 

I already know that colonists wanted a voice in their government. And I know that 
women in the United States were not guaranteed the right to vote until 1920, more 
than 100 years after the American Revolution. I can combine what I already know with 
the information on this page to make an inference: “Women risked their lives so that 
men—and only men—in the United States would have a voice in government.” I can 
use the same quote I cited in my explanation, and I can add a bit more information: 
“Women crossed enemy lines with secret messages. They held enemy soldiers prisoner 
in their homes. Thousands of women saw battle.” 

Collaborate with Students Read pages 6–9 aloud to students. Then work 
with students to explain the text and support their explanations using 
quotations. After reading, say: One possible explanation is, “Women wrote 
plays, poems, and letters to help influence people’s thinking during the American 
Revolution.” Work with students to support this summary by identifying a 
relevant quote from each of the three profiles in this section.

Next, have partners work to make an inference and use a quote to support 
it. If students struggle with this part of the lesson, supply the inference, and 
have students identify a supporting quote. A reasonable inference might 
be: “Women could not vote, so they voiced their opinions quietly, through 
writing.” This can be inferred by combining general knowledge of women’s 
lives at the time with the information about their writing. Work with students 
(or have partners work together) to identify a quote that supports the inference

Support Independent Practice

•	Ask students to create three-column charts. In the first column, they can 
list inferences. In the second column, they can list details from the text 
that support the inferences. Finally, in the last column, have students write 
quotations from the text that support the inferences. 

Provide More Practice
Use these texts for further practice 
quoting a text to explain what it 
says and to make inferences:

•	The	Biggest	Battles	of	the	
Revolutionary	War

•	Revolutionary	War	Soldiers




