
   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.4b; 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.6

Vocabulary: Acquisition and Use
Introduce the Skill
To better understand academic texts, we need to know how particular words signal 
logical relationships between ideas and facts. Today we’re going to concentrate on 
three of those words, using them to summarize the big ideas in this book about the 
Revolutionary War. (Show the cover of The Biggest Battles of the Revolutionary War.) 
These words include the following: finally, eventually, and instead.

Listen as I read from pages 12 and 13. (Read the second paragraph on page 12: 
“The British soldiers were determined. The Patriots began running out of ammunition. 
Finally they were overwhelmed.”) The word finally in this paragraph is used to show 
the relationship between ideas. 

Let’s keep reading, and then we can discuss the meaning of this word, along with 
the other two words we are exploring and using today. Turn to page 18. Read the 
second paragraph to show the lead-in to the focus words. Then read the third 
paragraph: “Eventually the British soldiers were surrounded. Finally the remaining 
6,000 soldiers surrendered on October 14.”) 

Again, this passage is giving us facts, and the author uses the words eventually and 
finally to show us the relationship between facts that come before the words and the 
facts that come after. In other words, they help us create a smooth transition from one 
sentence or idea to another. 

Let’s take a closer look at these three transition words: finally, eventually, and 
instead. Each can be used for different reasons, but they all connect ideas in a l 
ogical manner.

•	finally: used to show that something happened last; also used to signal the 
beginning of a conclusion in writing 

•	eventually: used to show that something happened after a long wait

•	instead: used to show that the idea preceding the transition word is not 
what happened or is not what is true and that the idea that comes after the 
transition word is what actually happened or what is actually true 

Practice and Apply

Have students read one section of text to themselves, and then work with a 
partner to discuss the key ideas of the passage. Then, using at least one of the 
transition words, students should write a three-statement summary of what 
they read.

Circulate as students use the words. Give support and suggestions to those who 
need it. Ask: How can you use one of these words to show the reader the relationships 
among ideas? 

When the summaries are complete, ask volunteers to share theirs with the 
class. Lead a class discussion analyzing how the three academic words served 
to clarify and strengthen the logical connections between ideas in the text.

The Biggest Battles of the 
Revolutionary War

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• use grade-level academic words 
to emphasize logical reasoning in 
written text

Support Learners
If students need extra support using 
academic words to emphasize 
logical reasoning, then 

• create a class list of words that 
signal contrast, additions, and other 
logical relationships. Group them in 
purposeful categories and post as a 
classroom reference.

• provide students with examples of 
sentences in which the academic 
words from the list are used 
correctly; then have students 
create sentences using the 
same structures as those in your 
examples. Ask: How	does	using	
academic	vocabulary	to	connect	
thoughts	support	your	readers’	
understanding?




