
Speaking and Listening:  
Adapting Speech to Context
Introduce the Project
Show the cover of Great Women of the American Revolution and say: Reading this 
book made me realize how brave and important these women were. Deborah Sampson, 
for example, felt so strongly about the war effort that she disguised herself as a man 
in order to fight. She even tried to treat her own leg wound so the doctor would not 
discover her secret and prevent her from further fighting. 

Today, you are going to choose a woman from our reading as the basis for an oral report 
in which you give your opinion in response to one of the following questions: 

•	Which woman or group of women showed the most bravery? 
•	Who was most important to the Revolutionary War effort? 

Guided Practice
Allow students to spend time looking through the book, Great Women of the 
American Revolution, to find a woman or group of women they find brave or 
important. Once they’ve made their choice, they can do more research. Guide 
the research with the following questions:

•	What was brave or important about the woman or group of women?
•	What actions make this woman or women stand out?
•	What additional facts can you find and share with listeners in order to 

support the choice you made?

Have students begin their speeches with outlines, and provide support as 
needed. Once students have completed their outlines, have them work with 
partners to critique one another’s arguments. They should ask each other: What 
facts can I add that will make my argument more convincing?

When the speeches are written, have students practice their presentations. 
Students should practice speaking at an understandable pace. 

Share Projects
Have students present their opinions. Provide all students with “ballots” to 
note particularly convincing arguments. Discuss the influence of effective 
speaking on the arguments. Ask: How does effective speaking make an argument 
more persuasive? How does ineffective speaking weaken an argument?

Self-Assess
When you have finished preparing your presentation, ask yourself:

•	Why was this woman or group of women brave or important to the war effort?
•	Have I made a strong case to support my opinion?
•	Are my ideas sequenced logically?
•	Did I choose facts and descriptive details that support my argument?

   Meeting the Common Core 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1a, 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.1c, 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.5.4

Objectives
Students will be able to:
• present an opinion answering one 
of the following questions: 

› Which woman or group of 
women showed the most 
bravery? 

› Which woman or group of 
women was most important to 
the Revolutionary War effort? 

• sequence ideas logically.
• use appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to support the 
argument.

• speak clearly at an understandable 
pace. 

Support Learners
If students need further information 
to form or support an opinion, then 

• have them identify a woman or 
group of women who interests 
them. Then have them do an 
Internet search to find information 
to further stimulate their interest 
and support their possible 
argument.

• have them create a list of criteria 
in order to judge the bravery or 
importance of one woman or group 
against others. 

Resources in this Bundle
Use these texts for further practice 
forming opinions about fascinating 
people, places or events:

•	Voices	of	the	American	Revolution
•	The	Biggest	Battles	of	the	
Revolutionary	War

•	Who	Really	Discovered	America?




