
Preface
What do we know about successfully teaching students to read? We know students must be able to read the 
words and map the phonology to the orthography (e.g., phonics); and they must know what the words mean, 
including having adequate background knowledge to make the text understandable. While this may seem 
easy, for youngsters making the language-to-text connection, there can be many challenges. For example, 
students learn to blend and segment sounds orally so that they can readily apply this process to print.  
They learn to read words that follow the rules (e.g., ran, sit, fun) as well as words that do not follow the 
rules (e.g., was, the, from). Phonics Connections provides a framework for guiding teachers through the 
instructional process of promoting phonemic awareness and phonics—helping students apply what they 
learn to reading increasingly complex texts. 

Critical to success in reading are the foundation skills of phonemic awareness and phonics, which provide 
students with the necessary keys to unlock the magical world of reading for enjoyment and learning. 
Phonics Connections provides a series of exercises and lessons aimed at improving students’ success at 
learning to read through application of phonics rules. What makes Phonics Connections a useful program 
for teachers and students? Phonics Connections takes advantage of what we know from research and 
integrates it into a series of meaningful lessons designed to systematically improve students’ reading. 
Instructional routines for teachers provide a template for explaining the skills that demonstrate what 
students should do. They also give the instructional group an opportunity to respond with feedback and 
the individual students an opportunity to practice with feedback. This sequence maximizes opportunities 
to ensure that each and every student will benefit from instruction. Guidelines for active engagement of 
students in lessons are an integral part of the instruction. 

There are several critical features of Phonics Connections that make it an attractive program for teachers 
and an engaging program for students. The program not only teaches students phonemic awareness and 
phonics through active and engaging lessons, it also teaches students to read sight words that are not readily 
decodable (e.g., people, was, you). Recognizing that success in reading is related to language development, 
target lessons also address building oral language, including speaking and listening. Thus, the foundation 
skills for both language and literacy development are addressed. Additionally, the reading-writing 
connection is a focus in the lessons in which students learn to write in response to the reading practices and 
skills they are learning. 

Essential to success in learning to read is the design of effective practices for assuring students participate 
and respond to text during and after reading. Phonics Connections provides books jammed with valuable 
information for building students’ background knowledge. Why are these comprehension practices 
during and after reading so important with young readers? They teach students the important strategies 
for monitoring text understanding early so that the strategies can be continuously applied to increasingly 
complex texts as students become more mature readers. Teaching students to read successfully is not an easy 
task and requires valuable materials, such as Phonics Connections, to facilitate effective instruction.
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